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AUTHOR*s 


PREFACE. 


I N this Treatiſe, at the earn- 
eſt Deſire of my very good 
Friends, I have undertaken 
to illuſtrate ſome Things 
which reſpe& the Nature and Condi- 
tion of Women, that have hitherto re- 
 mained Occult Secrets. And tho' I 
am conſcious of my inability to per- 
form my Promiſe with that Perſpi- 
cuity which is requiſite, and might 
juſtly plead my avocation of pub- 
lick Buſineſs as an Excule, yet Ihave 


ſo great a Regard and Eſteem for |! 
| 
| 
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my Friends, that I ſhall uſe my beſt 
Endeavours to anſwer their Expecta- 
tions, and write in a Style partly 
Philoſophical, and partly Phyſical, as 
the Subject I treat of ſhall require. 


Ariſtotle, in his ſecond Book Of the 
Generation of Animals eaſily engender- 
ed; ſays, That Generation is in a per- 
petual Circuit, The ſame Author gives 
us the Reaſon of a Sempeternity in the 
Generation ot Animals, in his ſecond 
Book of the Soul, where he fays, That 
it is natural for every Thing to be- 
get its like, inaſmuch as that it may 
participate of what is Divine and Im- 
mortal; for every Thing has a Deſire 
to exiſt for ever, and tho' not the ſame 
in Number, yet the ſame in Species. 
Hence it is that the Commentator up- 
on Ariſtotle ſays, That as the Divine 
Care could not make Man to remain 
the ſame in Number for ever, yet 
there was ſo much Compaſſion ſhewn 
to Man, that a Power was given him 
to remain the ſame tor ever in Species ; 
For who will doubt that it is not bet- 


ter 
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ter to have this Power, than to be de- 
'prived of Exiſtence for ever. 


Ariſtotle, in his ſecond Book of Ge- 
neration and. Corruption, gives us the 
Reaſon why Animals, and more eſpe- 
cially Mankind, cannot always exiſt 
according to the ſame Nature, Matter, 
and Number, becauſe the Subſtance, of 
which Man is compoſed, is corruptible, 
and cannot be regenerated the ſame in 
Number, but may in Species; never- 
g theleſs the Generation of Man is the 
y moſt perfect, becauſe he is the moſt 


1- noble Creature, and endued with a 
re rational and intelle&ive Soul, which: 
* diſtinguiſhes him from, and gives him 
s. Preheminence above all other Crea- 
p- | tures. That Man is the moſt perfect 
1e of all Creatures, appears from hence, 
in 

et That, is the moſt perfect Creature, 
n the Cauſes of whole Generation: 


are the moſt noble; 


But 
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- But the Cauſes of the Generation of 


Man, are the molt noble, 
4 Therefore Man is the moſt perfect 


tl 


\ 


Creature. 


The Minor is proved from the Mat- 
ter of which Man is compoſed, namely 
the Menſtruum of the Woman and the 
Seed of the Man, becauſe they two 
combine together and enter into the 
Compoſition of Man, as Milk is coa- 
gulated under the Subſtance of Cheele : 
This is the Opinion of Phyſicians. But 

| the Philoſophers affirm, That the Men- 

| fſtrum of the Woman is the Matter, 
and the S of Man the Effect; and 
that the Seed is to be looked upon in 
regard to the Meuſtruum, as a Han- 
dicrafts-m-n is to the Work, which he 
forms and makes ; this is the Opinion 
of Averrocs, who ſays allo in the 5th | 
Chapter of his Phyſicks, and in the 
Toth of his Metaphy/icks, that the Seed | 
of Man is reduced to the effective 
Cauſe; and after what manner ſoever | 
it may be ſaid, yet it is evident that 

the 
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the Matter or Subſtance of Man is the 
moſt excellent, and moſt noble. 


Again, | 
That is the moſt perfect, which in 
all its Parts is aſſimilated to the 
moſt noble Body; 
But Man is aſſimilated in all its 
Parts to the moſt noble Body; 
Therefore Man is the moſt perfect. 
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The Minor appears from the aſſimi- 
lation which Man has to Heaven, in 
reſpect to the twelve Signs in the Zo- 
diac ; three of which are virtually hot, 
viz. Aries, Gemini, Leo; ſo are three 
Members of Man, the Heart, Liver, 
and Teſiicles, Three are cold; Can- 
cer, Taurus, Virgo : So are the Iutrailt, 
the Bladder, and the Diaphragm. 
Three are moiſt or humid, Scorpio, A.- 
quarius, and Piſces ; fo are the Brain, 
the Stomach, and the Lungs. Three 
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Libra; ſo are the Spleen, the Gall, and 
the Reins. 


are dry, Capricornus, Sagittarius, and 


vii. 


PREFACE. 


Now, as the whole Heaven is, as it 
were, one contiguous Compoſition, ſo 
we ought with the greateſt Earneſtneſs 
and Diligence, attentively to read and 
conſider the following Treatiſe con- 
cerning Human Generation. 
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Some Account of the 


LBE RT 8, Surnamed 
M 4 6 xus, or the Great, was 
a Native of Germany, Cornu 


nube, iu Suabia. He was of the Fa- 
mmily of the Counts of Bolſtaten ; born, 
according to ſome, in 1193; tho" o- 


. thers. ſay, in 1205, Great Care was 


taken of his firſt Education; and 
when paſt his Childhood, he was ſent 
4% Pavia, where hearing a Sermon, 


preached by F. Jourdan, General of 
the Dominicans ; he was fo touched 


with his excellent Doctrine, that he 
rook the Habit of that Religious Or- 
der. Some Time after that Generals 


| Decreaſe, he went to teach firſt at 
. Cologn, and afterwards at Paris, 


where 


at LAYINGED upon the Da- 


— — 


Some Account of the 


where the Claſs not being large e- 


nough to contain the great Number 


of Scholars who daily came to hear 
him, he was obliged to make his Lec- 
tures im the middle of that Square, 
which ſtill retains the Name of Place 


Maubert, 2. e. Place de Maitre Au- 
bert, o Maſter Albert. After this, 


he returned to Cologn ; from whence 
being ſent for to Rome by Pope 
Alexander IV. he there taught, and 


Some Time exerciſed the Funttion of 


ſter of the Sacred Palace. It was 


at that Time he diſputed againſt 
William de Sr. Amour. 


Pope Urban IV. in 1260, obliged 


bim to accept the Biſhoprick off Ra- 


tisbonne : But his Inclination to a 
retired Life continually preſſing him 
to return to his Cloiſter, he quitted 
that Prelacy, and again took to his 
aſualt Exerciſes in the Ontver ſites. 


Pope Gregory X. ſent him an 


Order: to be preſent and to aſſiſt at 
the General Council of Lyons, in 1274. 
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ALBERTS MaAGNvus died at Co- 
logn the 15th of November, 1280, 
aged, as ſome 175 75; and according 
te others, 87. St, Thomas Aquinas, 
who was his Diſciple, alone, is a ſufſi- 
cient Elogy, He had ſeveral other 
very illuſtrious Diſcrples, as Thomas 
de Canntipre, Sc. Annals of the 
Order of $ Dominick /ay, that his 
ex Knowledge was infuſed into 

im by a particular Favour of the 


Virgin Mary; and that five Tears be- 
fore his Death, be intirely forgot all 


the Philoſophy he had been Maſter 
of. His wonderful Knowledge in the 
Secrets of Nature, occaſioned his in- 
venting moſt ingenious Machines, and 
his meritang this Eucomium, 


Inclitus Albertus, DoRifſimus at- 
que diſertus, 


Quadrivium docuit, ac totum ſci- 


bile ſcivit. 


Trithemius affirms ALBERTUS 
Macxus to have been a moſt in- 
| ; com- 


Some Account of the Author. 
comparable Perſon, and that ſiuce him 


his Equal has not . All 
Men of, - Senſe have 


found whole twa hundred Tears af- 
rer his Death, | 


F. Pierre Jammy, « Dominican, 


printed and publiſhed at Lyons, An. 


1651, the Works of ALBERTS 


Macnus, in Tuenty-one Volumes in 


Folio; but, as he inſerted among them 


ſome Tratts which are not the Per- 

formances of AuBstxTus MaGnus, 
he likewiſe omitted ſeveral Pieces 
whereof that great Man is the repu- 
ted Author. 


| tehly-efteemed 
this great Doctor, whoſe Body was 
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Of the Generation of the Embrio, or 
Child in the Womb. 


FREIE Aving in my Preface ſaid as much 
— | fi * * ” . 
as is ſufficient to manifeſt to the 


Reader the Deſign of the fol- 
| lowing Treatiſe, and to let him 
Ry ſcc at one. View the Style in 
which I ſhall write; I think it proper to pro- 
ceed now to the Subject itſelf, and to treat 
firſt of the Generation of the Embrio. And 
in order hereunto we muſt diligently obſerve, 
and carefully remember, that every Man, 
naturally begotten, 3 generated from on 
ce 
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Feed of the Father, and the Menſtrual Blood 
of the Mother; and this is agreeable to the 


.Opinion of all Philoſophers and Phyſicians. 


I mention Phyſicians, becauſe Ariſtotle, who 
was a Philoſopher, aſſerts that the Seed 
of the Father does not conſtitute in any re- 
ſpett the Subſtance of the Fetus, but ſays, 
that the Fetus is produc'd from the Men/trual 
Blood of the Mother only ; and that the Seed 
of the Father is evaporated by Exhalation. 
But the Phyſicians ſay, that a/ the Seed of 
the Man, which they call Sperm, and all the 
Seed of the Woman, which they call Men- 
firual Blood, have an equal ſhare in compoſing 
the ſubſtance of the Fetus. 


OBSERVATION I. 


There is a great Contention between Philoſe- 
ſophers and Phy ſicians, concerning the Matter from 
whence Man is made, The former aſſert, that the 
Seed animates the Menſtruum of the Woman, as a Hen 
by her genial Heat hatches and gives Life to Chickens. 
But the Phyſicians ſay, that Man is made of the moſt 
noble Matter, and therefore that the Seed penetrates 
and enters into and upon the Matter of the Fetus, 
becauſe the Menſtruum is the ſuperfluity of the fecond 
Digeſtion ; but the Seed of Man is better concocted 
24 digeſted, and therefore it muſt enter upon and 
Into the Matter and Subſtance of the Fetus; for we 
often ſee that the Child is like the Father in Fea- 
tures, in the Genitals, Cc. They alſo afkirm, that 
there is a generative Spirit in the Seed of Man, which 

netrates all the Matter of the conjunctive Seeds, and 
that Spirit forms every Part and Member. But the 
Philoſophers maintain, that the Seed of Man is evapo- 
rated and exhaled, becauſe the Matrix is yery porous, 

and 
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and. when the Child is formed, the heat of the Sun ex- 
hales the Seed, which finds a Paſſage through the Pores 
of the Matrix. That it is porous is undeniable, for 
otherwiſe the Child could not receive its daily Nous 
riſhment. 

N.te, That the Embrio is a fleſhy Subſtanze, come 
poled of the Man's Seed, and the Woman's Menſtru- 
um; and that fleſhy Subſtanze or Mals, is changed 
into the Form and Shape of an Intant. 


The'e Things being premiſed, and allow- 
ing one part of Ariſlotle's and the Phyſicians 
Opinion to be true, let us fee how, and after 
what manner, thoſe Seeds are received in a 
Woman. When a Woman is in Coition with 
a Man, and emits her Mez/trual Blood, at the 


- lame time in which he emits his Seed, ſo that 


both their Seeds meet together in the Womb 
of the Woman, and the one begins to be 
mingled with the other, then Conception en- 
ſues. For Conception is nothing elſe than 
the meeting of theſe two Seeds in the Womb, 
and in ſuch a Part of it as Nature has or- 
dained, being well-diſpoſed in working the 
intended Fffeck. Now, as ſoon as thoſe 
Seeds are received, the Womb contracts it 
ſelf, and ſhuts cloſe in every Part, like a Purſe, 
ſo that the leaſt Particle of what has enter- 
ed, cannot be loſt. 


OBSERYV. II. 


Here we muſt obſerve, that if a Man emits his 
Seed before a Woman emits her Menſtruum, Conception 
will not follow. So likewiſe if they both emit toge- 

B 2 ther, 
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ther, and their Seeds are not equally temper'd, and 
well- diſpoſed, that is, if the Man's Seed has not a ſuffici- 
ent natural heat to qualify the cold neſs of the Woman's 
Meuſtruum, ſhe will not conceive. And therefore 
they, who uſe coition ſeldom, ſhall be the more fruit- 
ful, becauſe they are by ſuch abſtinence indued with 
more Heat, | 

Nite, That a Woman participates of a double Plea- 
fure, becauſe ſhe emits her Menſtruum, and alſo re- 
celyes the Man's Seed. 


Here we muſt obſerve that the Menſtrual 
Rlood in a Woman, and the Sperm in a Man, 
are nothing elſe than the ſuperfluous Partof 
ſuch Food as they cat, which does not con- 
ſtitute the Subſtance of any Part of the Body; 
and this ſhall be made to appear more plain 
hereafter. And it is called Menſtrual Blood, 
becauſe it flows once at leaſt in every Month, 
provided that the Woman has arrived to a 
certain number of Years, as 12, 12, Or 14, 
but oftener at fourteen : And it is for the dit- 
charge or purgation of Nature, that this 
Flux happens once in a Month. Some Wo- 
men have their Purgations at the New-moon, 
and ſome when the Moon is at the Full; fo 
that all Women have not thoſe natural diſ- 
charges at one and the ſame Time. For in 
their Purgations Women are variouſly affec- 
ted, ſome having more in Quantity, ſome 
leſs; others again ſhall have a longer conti- 
nuance of them, according to the Complexi- 
on of the Women, and the exigency of Na- 
ture. OB S. 
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OBSERV. III. 


Here a Doubt may ariſe, why there is not a flux 
of the Seed in Man, as there is of the Menſtruum in 
a Woman ? To which 1 aniwer, The Seed of Ma1 is 
more ſubtil and better decocted, and therefore Nature 
is not fond of parting with it, but preſerves it for Ge- 
neration. 

Nite, that the Reaſon why young Women have their 
Purgations about the time of New. Moon, and elderly 
Women have them when the Moon is in the laſt Quar- 
ter, is, becauſe young Women are very tull of Moi- 
ſtur2 and Humours, which are moſtly dried up in 
elderly Women. 

Nite, that the Author fays, That young Women 
begin to have their Menſtraa at the Age of 12, 13, or 
14 Years; the Realon is, that their youthful Heat be- 
gins to leave them, for want of which, the nutrimen- 
tal Humidity cannot be conſumed. From whence 
theſe Verſes ariſe. 


Their Flowers at Thirteen Tears yeounz Maidens ſhow, 
And at twice Twenty-five, they ceaſe to flow. 


But from what has been faid many Doubts 
may ariſe ; Firſt, Whether that flux or pur- 
gation be of a bloody, or any other Co- 
lour : And here it muſt be obſerved, that the 
Colour of the Menſtruum or Flowers, is ge- 
nerally of a red Colour in all Women, thoſe 
only exepted, who are corrupted, or labour 
under ſome extraordinry Diſtemper ; and I 


call thoſe corrupted, who abound with viſ- | 


cous, clammy, and bad Humours. In ſuch 
Women the Menſtrual diſcharges are often 
livid, that is, of a Colour reſembling Lead. 4 
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do not ſpeak of thoſe who have been debau- 
ched, or whoſe Chaſtity has been corrupted 3 
for whether they are Maidens, or whether 
they have loſt their Virginity, they will have 
their Purgations, provided they have attain- 
ed to a certain number of Years; and as the 
Signs of thoſe Purgations are many, I ſhall 
treat of them hereafter. 


Oss ERV. zu. 


The Colour of a Woman's Menſtruum is Red, be- 
cauſe it proceeds from the ſecond Digeſtion, (that is 
the Liver, which is Red.) But you will ſay, the Men- 
ſtruum ought to be White, becauſe it is extremely 
cold, and coldneſs and frigidity is the Parent of whitc- 
neſs. To this we ſay, that the Menſtruum is in its 
Nature White; hut that which produces it, M. the 
Liver, is Red, therefore it makes it of the ſame Co- 
lour with itſelt. Again, you will ſay, why is not the 
Seed of Man red, ſince it is hot and well digefted ? 
To this we anſwer; that the Seed of Man is in itſelf 


Red, becauſe the Blood of the third Digeſtion, but is 


made White by the Teſticles, which are extremely 
cold; and therefore a Man cannot emit his Seed till 
he is warmed by the motion and working of the 


Teſticles. 1 


A ſecond Doubt may be, whether the 
Menſtrual Blood flows thro' the Anus after 
the manner that we void our Excrements, or 
from the private Parts of the Woman, aſter 
the manner that the Urine is diſcharged. To 
this we ſhall briefly fay, that it flows thro? 
the private Parts like crude thin Blood. 

, | PT SER 4 5 
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The ſecond Doubt is ſolved thus: When Women? 


are ſo much broken that the Anus and the private Parts 
are laid into one common Paſſage, then the Menſtru- 
um may flow thro* the Anus or Fundament; but it” 
they are in ſound Health, and have a good Digeſtion, 


then the Menſtruum will not be evacuated thro* the 


Fundament, but thro' the private Parts, 


Thirdly, How comes it to paſs that a Wo- 


man diſcharges her menſtrual Blood, Which 


proceeds from the ſuperfluous part of her 
Food, and yet there is no flux of the Sperm 
in a Man, which is hkewiſe the ſuperfluity 


of what he takes for his Nourithment ? To 
this I anſwer, That a Woman is naturally. 


cold and moiſt, but a Man is hot and dry; 
and every thing that is humid or moiſt, wilt 
naturally be in Motion; and the Humidity 
or Moiſture of a Woman is watery, but the 
Humidity of a Man is like Air; and Heat 
always acts upon what is humid. But Na- 


ture never does any thing in vain ; and be- 


cauſe the Heat that is m a Woman, 1s al- 
ways weak in reſpect of the Heat that is in 
Men; and as all the Nouriſhment which Wo- 
men receive, cannot be converted into Fleſh, 
Nature therefore does that which is beſt; 
ſhe provides every thing that is neceſſary, and 
the reſt the ſends to a certain Place, which ws 
a Repoſitory for the enſtrua Blood in a Wo- 
man. : Wha 
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What I have already ſaid, is ſufficient, 


and to ſay more, is what my Buſineſs at pre- 
ſent does not require. 


OBSERV. VI. 


Nite, That a Man, let him be naturally ever ſo cold, 
has more Heat in him than the warmeſt Woman, pro- 
vided they are in the ſame Region or Climate, have 
the ſame Digeſtion, and uſe the ſame Nouriſhment : 
I make a Proviſe, becauſe a Woman in the Eaſtern 
Parts of the World, that feeds upon rich Meats, is 
warmer in her Conſtitution than a poor Man in the 
Weſtern Parts of the World, whoſe Food is cold, thin, 
and coarſe, But you will ſay, that a Woman ought to 
be warmer in her Conſtitution than a Man, becauſe 


ſhe abounds with more Blood, and where there is moſt 


Blood, there is moſt Heat. To this we ſay, that 
where there is moſt Blood, previded that Blood be well 
digeſted and decoRed, there will be the moſt Heat; 
but as the Blood in Women is not ſo well digeſted and 
decoded as the Blood in Men, therefore they have not 
ſo much Heat or warmth, as Men have. 


Nite, That Nature is ſaid to do that which is beſt, 
becauſe ſhe is govern'd by. a non-erring Intelligence, 
and expels the groſs Humours in a Woman by the 
help of the Purgations. So when there are groſs Hu- 
mours in a Man's Body, which may prove prejudi- 
cial to him, Nature diſcharges them by the official 
Parts of the Body, by eruptions or breakings out in 


the Hands or Feet; for otherwiſe thoſe Humours 


would corrode, eat into, and deſtroy the principal 
Memhers, viz. the Heart, Liver, Cc. 


Fourthly, Some Men may ſay, whence 
comes the Menſtrual Blood in a Woman, which 
ſhe emits when in coition with a Man, ſince, as 
I have already taken Notice, the Menſtrual 
Blood 
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Blood 1s retained and ſhut up within the 
Womb; and if fo, then it ſeems very ſtrange, 
how that Blood can find a Paſſage, when a 
Woman is in the Act of Coition ? To this 
we anſwer, When a Woman has conceiv'd, 
then the Menſtrual Blood is retained and ſhut 
up for this principal Reaſon, viz. That the 
Fetus, which is in the Womb of a Woman 
might be nouriſhed by the Blood fo retained. 
But when a Woman is in the Act of Coi- 
tion, then by Reaſon of the inexpreſſible 
Pleaſure and Delight which ſhe at that Time 
enjoys, and which is occaſioned by the ſtit- 
neſs of the Penis, which rubs and puts in 
motion and agitation the Nerves and Veins, 
of which there are a vaſt Number in the 
private Parts of a Woman, and which are 
the Seat of Pleaſure and Delight; then L 
ſay, ſhe emits ſome of her Menſtruum. And 
this indeed is natural in reſpect of Coition, 
becauſe Coition is natural; but then again, 
it is violent in reſpect of the natural Purga- 
tions of a Woman. But we may carry the 
Matter farther ; for as there is ſomething 
remaining from the ſuperfluous Parts of our 
daily Nouriſhment, which does not in any 
manner contribute to the Subſtance of the 
Body, or any Part thereof, Natare has thought 


fit to have it thrown out, and and diſcharged 


by Coition, as the moſt ſafe and prudent Way 


leſt the retention of it may prove not only 
P trouble- 


6 
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troubleſome, but prejudicial, becauſe from 


Mem 
ſuch a Retention proceeds the Green-Sickneſs audit 
in Maids, and Hy/terical Fits in Widows, not To 
to mention /#focations, Palpitations, Sc. 1 

The Reaſon why Women, after conception, to, « 
are more eager and deſirous to ule Coition, it is 
than they were before they conceived, ariſes M3 


and Inclination proceeds from the abundance 

of the Matter, occaſioned daily by the ſuper-- |! 
fluity of what they eat and drink; and therefore 
as the Menſtruum is retained and ſhut up, and. | 


. S130 
from hence ; namely, becauſe ſuch a Deſire | 


every Day encreaſed by addition of Matter, 
the Womb grows hot and uneaſy by the freſh 
ſupplies of ſuch Matter, which creates a pro - 
penſity to Coition, that being the only way. 
by Nature ordained to diſcharge the ſuper- ( 
abundance of that Matter. 


OBSERV.. VII. 1 


Here a Queſtion ariſes, from what Parts of the Body 
is the Sced in Man derived, and the Menſtruum in 
Woman? By Menſtruum, as now mentioned, we are 

to underſtand the Seed which a Woman emits in the 
time of Coition. And. it is generally allow'd that 
they proceed from every Part, becauſe the Child is 
like the Parents in every Part. But you will be apt to 
fay, It it be ſo, then a Perſon deſective in any of his 


J 


Members, muſt beget a Child that will be alſo deſec- 
tive in the like Parts, which is not true ; for we of- C 
ten ſee, that a Man who is Blind, Lame, or wants a 
Finger or a Hand, does not always beget a Child 
with the like Imperſections. But to explain this Mat- 


ter, 
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ter, and put it into clearer Light, we ſay, that the 
Seed is cut off, or ſeparated from the four principal 
Members, 7:3. The Brain, the Heart, the Liver, 
and the Matrix in Women, and from the Teſticles in 
Men, and conſequently frum all the other Members, 
but not from all the other Parts of the Body principally ; 
and thus it is that an Infant is ſaid to be aſſimilated 
to, or like its Parents. I ſay, that it is ſufhcient that 


it is cut off, or ſeparated from the principal Members, 


becauſe they influence all the other Members; and it 
is chiefly derived from the Brain; for we ſce that 
they who ule Coition too frequently, complain of a 
Pain in their Head, and alſo that they dry up their 
Members, and greatly impair their Sight. 
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CHAP: 


Of the Formation of the Fetus, or 
Child in the Womb. 


— 


Heſe Things being conſidered, we ſhall 
return to treat of the Formation of 


the Fetus or Child in the Womb. The 


Matter or Subſtance, received into the 
Matrix or Womb, has the appearance or 


Nature of Milk for the ſpace of ſix Days; 


and its Milky Colour is occaſioned by the 
natural heat of the Man's Sperm being in- 
jected, and alſo by the heat of the Womb: 
This I fay, is the Cauſe of its having the 
Colour of Milk. Afterwards that * 7 
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12 The Myſteries of 
Subſtance is changed into the Nature or Co- 
lour of thick Blood, pretty well digeſted ; 


and this is done in the Nine jucceeding Lays. 
After which Time the conſolidation of the 


Child's Members is made in the twelve fol- 


lowing Days. 
OBSERV. 1. 


Here a Queſtion ariſes, viz. Whether the Heat that 
is in Man's Seed, and the Heat that is in the Womb 
of a Woman, be an elementary Fire, or a cœleſtial 
Heat ? Ariſtotle, in his ſecond Book of Animals, lays, 
that that Heat is Animal or Caleſtial. The Reaton 
is, becauſe an Elementary Heat deſtroys, but Cæleſtial 
Heat preſerves all living Creatures: And this is a. 
greeable to the Sentiments of Averroes, who in the 
tweltth Comment upon his twelfth Book of Metaphy- 
ficks, affirms the ſame, But this Animal or Caleſtial 
Heat is mixed with Humidity, and well temperated ; 
which Temperature preſerves the Mixture. From 
hence it appears, that every living Creature owes the 
continuance of its Being to radical Heat and tempe- 
rated Moiſture. I, 

Another Queſtion is, What Members are firſt formed 
and 1 in a Child? ſome affirm that the Liver 
is firit formed, and the Reaſon which they give, is, 
becauſe the firſt Nutrition, and the firſt Vegetation 
of the Spirits is made by the Liver. But we are of the 
ſame Opinion with Ariſtotle, who ſays, that the Heart 
is the firſt Part that is generated in Man, becauſe it is 
the firſt that has Life, and the laſt that loſes it : Next 
to the Heart, the Liver receives Life and Motion, then 

the Brain, after this the Teſticles; and fo of the other 
Parts: And theſe are the firſt which in their turns 
begin to live; ſo likewiſe they are the laſt which ex- 
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Here we muſt take Notice, that according 
to the Opinion of Philoſophers, every living 
Thing, owes its Being to the four Elements : 
And therefore, becauſe there is in ſuch Mat- 


ter or Subſtance an earthy Subſtance, which 


conſtitutes the Bones; fo likewiſe there is a 
watry Subſtance which forms what moſt re- 
ſembles its own Kind, and ſo of the reſt. 
But afterwards the Face is made by Nature 
and the Diſpoſition of the Body, according 
to the tripple Dimenſion, viz. Longitude, La- 
titude, and Profundity : Or, Length, Breadth, 
and Depth; and this is done in eighteen Days. 
But from that time Nature begins to com- 


fort and cheriſh the Child till its Birth. And 


2 1 "x 


what has been the Subject of, and has occa- 


ſioned long Tratts, may be comprehended in 


theſe four Verſes. viz. 


Crude and like Milk fix Days the Seed remains 
In nine Days more that Seed to Blood attains. 
Twice Six conſolidate, twice Nine compleat 
And all the reſt the Child's production wait. 


Albertus Magnus aſſerts here, That every Animal owes 
its Being to the four Elements, which is thus proved : 
Every thing is nouriſhed by that to which it owes 
its Conftitution ; but we are nouriſhed by and owe 
our Being to the four Elements; Therefore, Cc. This 
Ariſtotle aſſerts; and the Minor is evident, becauſe 
Nutrition proceeds wa Heat and Moiſture, Dry- 
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14 The Myſteries of 

neſs and Cold; but principally from Heat and Moi- 
ſture. Thus a Herring, which owes its Life to a Mix- 
ture of the four Elements, immediately dies if it be 
put into pure Water. In every Mixture earthy Par- 
ticles are required, hecaule the earthy Parts, gives it a 
contiltence; to likewiſe Fire is required that Lite 
may be preſerved by its Heat; Moiſture allo is ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe the Heat muſt have ſomething to 
work upon, otherwiſe it would dry up and conſume 
the whole; ſo allo humid Air muſt he a part of the 
' Compoſition, becauſe the Spirits are generated {rom 
aerial Blood; ſo the Bones are formed from the grol- 
{er Parts of Menſtrual Blood, without which Bones a 
Man cannot live; next the Brain and the Marrow 
are generated from the more watery Parts of the Men- 
rum, the Spirits from the more werial Parts, and the 
Liver trom the igneous Parts: So that every Member 
in a Man's Body has its Struction from the adjunction 
ot one Element or other, 


But there are ſome People who affirm, that 
one or other of the Planets bears Rule, or 
is Lord of the Aſcendant over the Hour in 
which every Perſon is born; and becauſe the 
Knowledge of this is very material, and con- 
duces to what we are now treating of, I ſhall 
ſay ſomething relating thereunto, leſt J may be 
charged with Ignorance or Omiſſion. 

Firſt, We muſt obſerve, according to Avi- 
cenne, that Accidents are of a tripple kind ; 
ſome attend upon the Matter or Sub- 
ſtance in Compound, and is attributed to 
that Compoſition : Some to the Shape or 
Form of that Matter ; and ſome are com- 
pounded of that Form and Matter. And as 
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this Matter and Form is a natural Compo- 
ſition, the Accidents belonging to it are ſaid 
to be in a tripple Kind. But in reſpect to the 


Soul there are other Accidents, as thoſè of 


Walking or Moving; and according to the 
Opinions of thoſe, who have treated very 
learnedly of Nature, all the Powers and Fa- 


culties which the $911 exerciſes in the Body, 


owe their Efficacy to the Powers above, 
which are called the Planets, or Signs of the 
Heavens, 


OBSERYV. III. 


Here the Author begins to treat of the ſucceſhve 


formation of the Fetus according to the Influence of 


the Planets; and that ſome live longer, and ſome die 
fooner than others, is attributed to the various and 
different Powers and Virtues of the Planets, or Hea- 
venly Bodies, purſnant to the poſition of Ptolemy, and 
his Commentator Haly. 

We muſt take Notice that a Planet is ſaid to Rule 
or Govern when it is in its greateſt Strength and Vi- 
gour; that is, When it is in its own Houſe. And 
here we muſt obſerve, that the Soul gives Motion to 
to the Body after this manner; the Soul being firſt 
moved by ſomewhat elle, that is, by Deſire, puts the 
Spirits in Motion; theſe move the Muleles, and the 
Muſcles give Motion to all the other Members. 


From the remoteſt Part of the World, 
which knows or receives the inferior Spheres 
by their daily Motion, the Powers of Being 
and Moving, in 2 of Matter, . 
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ly and radically taken, owe all their Virtues 
to the Fix'd Stars: The Fatus or Child re- 


ceives its Power or Virtue of Being accord- , 


ing to the different Accidents, and different 
Poſitions or Figures of thoſe Stars; and this 
agrees with, and is in proportion to its Shape 


or Form. But it alſo has or attra&s ano- 


ther Power or Virtue from the World, which 
is the Cauſe of its Being, and according to 
the different Natures of this Orb, or World, 
next to the Starry Orb (as the Aſtronomers 


hold) Saturn is placed; and from him pro- 


ceed the Virtues and Powers of Diſcerning 
and Reaſoning. Jupiter takes the next Place; 
and from him we derive the Magnanimity, 
and many other Effects of the Soul. Mars 
comes next, and by him we are unhappily 
lead into animoſities, Broils, and implacable 
Hatred, and other vicious inclinations of the 


Mind. Io the Inflence and Power which 


the Sun has over us, we are indebted for 


the Virtue and Power of Knowledge and 
Memory. Venus draws us into Luſt, Con- 
cupiſcence, and inordinate Deſire. Jo Mer- 


6 (a cunning Rogue) we are beholden 


for the Mirth and Pleaſure which we 
enjoy in Converſation, or otherwiſe. 'To the 
Moon indeed, which is the Root and Foun- 
tain of all natural Powers or Virtues, we owe 


the Power of Growth and Increaſe, 'Tho' 


theſe, 
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theſe, and very many others, do alio pro- 
ceed trom the Soul. 

Now, tho” theſe Powers proceed from the 
diſferent Conſtellations or [Teavenly Bodies, yet 
they are all attributed as you ſee) to the 
Soul; and not the Soul aloze, but allo to the 
whole Frame or Compolition of Man, which 


fimply lpeaking, cannot be jaid to ſupport or 


receive any Accident, 


OBS ER V. Iv. 


Here he ſhews how the various Accidents of the 
Soul are influenced by the Super-celeſtial Bodies. Sa- 
turn is the firſt Star, and, by his Influences, gives to 
the Soul the Virtue of Judgment and Reaſon, Mag- 
nanimity and Courage is given to us by Jupiter. They 
that are born under Venus will be prone to Luxury: 
But lars is the moſt malignant of all the Planets, 
and by the Influence which he has over them, who 
are born when he rules, renders them quarrelſom, an- 
gry, and wrathſul. Sol is the belt of all the Planets, 
and gives Knowledge and Memory. Mercury infules 
into us Mirth and Pleaſure, and the Mon gives us the 
Virtue of Growth and Nouriſhment; becauſe, as the 
is the loweſt of all the Planets, we are the more in- 
mediately under her Influence, | 


We muft now likewiſe take Notice of the 
Influence which the Planets have over the 
Body; and firſt of the Creation and Forma- 
tion of the Body of the Infant, which is 
created and formed by the Power and Effect 
of thoſe Stars, which we call Planets, For, 


C 3 Irſt, 


P 


* — 8 1 _ * 
* : , x =* 8 — 
* Fd "4 2 
p 2 n _ 
5 — 
— — — ä | 
" — — — — — — — a - ”_ . 4 
* 
= 


18 The Myſteries of 


Firſt, the Matter or Subſtance of the Em- | fluc 


brio, or Child which is to be formed out of the 
that Subſtance, being compreſſed and coagu- att 
lated by the Cold and Drineſs of Saturn, is inf 
diſpoſed of, and receives its Influence from 80 
him; and from him it derives its vegetative loy 
Power, and to him is aſcribed its Natural to 
Motion: And therefore Phyſicians ſay, that th; 
they aſcribe that Power to Saturn in the firſt di 
Month of Generation and in the Time fol- ar 
lowing, agreeable to the exigency and neceſſity ca 
of the Nature of the Seed or Sperm :;, becaule me 
he conſolidates and compatts that Seed by ov 
his Drineſs, Cold, or Frigidity. dt 
ed 
OBSERV. v. bu 
| X VC 
The Nature and Frogeny of Cold is to condenſe pa 
and bind cloſe, as we find by Experience when we te 
put Water into a Pan, and lay it in a cold Place: But h 
the Nature or Quality of Fire, is to is to extend and t 
ſoften; which Effects we perceive it has upon Iron. Ol 
Saturn is naturally cold and dry, and therefore is aſſi- H 
milated to the Earth, and conſequently condenſes and ar 
compreſſes Matter. But no Planet is abſolutely cold, 
tho' ſome are ſaid to be lo, becaule they do not afford O 
fo much Heat as others do: Hence it is ſaid very P 
truly and juſtly, that Saturn and the Mocn cannot give tc 


fo much Heat as the other Planets do, 


Here we muſt obſerve, that the firſt Mat- 
ter or Subſtarce from which the Child is 
made, mult neceſſarily be ſubject to the In- 

V fluence 
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flaence of the Heavenly Conſtellations : and 
their Motions ; and from hence Philoſophers 
affirm; that every Body here on Earth, is 
influenced by thoſe above, and 1s ruled and 
governed by their Motions. Hence it fol- 
lows that all Bodies, here below, have reſpeCt 


to the Bodies above, in a double Capacity; 


that is particularly and univer/ally. The Bo- 
dies here below have univer/ally reſpect to, or 
are more influenced by, the Bodies above, be- 


cauſe nothing can be produced from the ele- 


mentary Matter or Subſtance, which does not 
owe its Power or Virtue to the Celeſtial Bo- 
dies: And therefore it is ſaid by the Learn- 
ed, that Nature does not act or do any thing, 
but by the Power and Influence of the Hea- 
venly Bodies. But when we mention their 
particular Influence or Power, there is a dit- 
ference in the Bodies here below, and yet 
that difference owes its Cauſe to the Planets 
or Bodies above; becauſe one Part of the 
Heavens is naturally diſpoſed to form ſuch 
and ſuch a particular and determinate Part 
of the Infant, and the others form another 
Part; all which is agreeable and adequate 
to the Opinions of the Learned: From 
whence it follows, that the Generation or 
Origin of the four Elements, and their diffe- 
rent Parts or Conſtitutions, are owing to the 


Ordination and Preſervation of the Heavenly 


Bodies; and alſo to the Motions' of che Ele- 
2 ments, 
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20 The Myſteries of 

ments, which concur and help in general the 
Production or Generation of ſuch things as 
conſiſt of a Compoſition or Mixture. 

The Learned alſo ſay, That every indivi- 
vidual Thing, whether of this World, or of 
the Planets themſelves, have their determi- 
nate Cauſes; and are determinated to E/ence 
or Being. And from hence it is proved, that 
every inferior Body is univerſally and parti- 
cularly influenced by the Celeſtial Bodies, or 
thoſe Bodies that are above. 


OBSERV. VI. 


That our Bodies are influenced by the Planets is evi- 
dent from daily Obſervation ; for how many ſick Per- 
ſons recover their Healths when removed from a thick 
Air into that which is more rarified or thinner; and 
fo on the contrary, when the Air is denſe and foggy, 
then that which is more ſharp and pure, adds treſh 
Strength and Vigour, and gives, as it were, new Life, 
So if a Perſon be of too hot a Conſtitution, he ought to 
remove from a hot Country, and go into a Climate 
that is colder, by which means his exceſſive Heat 
will be tempered, and he will recoyer his Health. 


Therefore ſince Matter or Subſtance is 


EPS IN \ 
principally ſubject to, or under the Influence 
of the Cœleſtial Bodies, it neceſſärly follows, 


that that Matter or Subſtance muſt take its 
determinated Form or Shape from ſome one 
particular Form of one Part of the influ- 
encing Powers above; ſo that it cannot be 
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ſaid to receive that ſame Form from the whole 
conjunctive Power; becauſe the Body, that 
receives ſuch a particular Shape, receives it 
indifferently ;, for by the ſame Reaſon that 
the acting Power above did give that parti- 
cular Form, ſo allo it might have given any 


other. For all the Shapes and Forms which 


are potentially in the Materia prima, or firſt 
Matter, [which is GO p are likewiſe actu- 
ally ſo: And this is the Opinion of Philoſo- 
phers. Therefore, when Matter is ſuffici- 
ently diſpoſed and regulated, it follows that 
there muſt be ſome particular and determi- 
nated Part from the Firſs Mover or Direc- 


tor, which, (as I have ſaid) is Go D alone. 
And this will appear from hence, becauſe 


when the Seed is broken and divided, it muſt 
be neceſſarily under the Influence and Power 
of that which did Divide and Break it. And 
the Power or Virtue which that Seed re- 
ceives, is not univerſally ſubject to all the 


Heavenly Bodies, becauſe it is not ſubject to, 


or generated by one Part more than another: 
Nay, if this were allowed, there would be a 


Deficiency in its proper Action, und conſe- 


quently in the End or Intention. This is a- 
greeable to the Opinion of Ariſtotle, in his 
ſecond Book of Generation and Corruption; 
where he ſays, That upon the Iucreaſè of the 
Sun every living Creature receives an addi- 
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22 The Myſteries of 
tional Vigour, and that that Vigour abates 
and diminiſhes upon the Sun's decreaſe. 

This is confirmed by the Learned, who at- 
firm, that the Materia prima or principal 
Matter, does not take every Shape or Form 
at firſt indifferently, but Fit of all receives 
the ſhapes or Forms of the Elements, and 
then by their Mediation, all mix'd Forms. 
Therefore that Order or diſpoſition of thoſe 
Shapes or Forms could not poſſibly Be, ex- 
cept they derived their Power from one of 
thoſe Powers, who in a ſpecial manner over- 
ral'd that Matter, and obliged it (as it were) 
to receive thoſe Forms, 


OBSERV. VII. 


God is the firſt and principal Mover of all Things 
from whom the Planets receive their Motions ; and 
therefore Philoſophers ſay, that tho* there are eight 
Spheres, yet there are nine Cauſes of Motion. Alber- 
tus favs, that when the Seed is broken and divided, 
it muſt be neceſſarily under the Influence and Power 
of That which did divide and brake it. Hence ſome 
People may doubt, whether the. Seed ſo. broken and 
divided be animated? And it ſeems to be ſo, becauſe 
the Seed, inaſmuch as it is in the Man, has the Life 
of Man, and if it has the ſame Nature in the Womb, 
it will there have Life alſo. To this I anſwer, That 
the Seed being injected into the Womb cannot be ſaid 
to have Life formally, but it has it naturally, But 
then you will (ay, If it be inanimate, how can it pro- 
duce Lite ? It produces Lite by the mediation of the 
Womb, which is animated, and by the mediation of 
the proper Virtues of the Soul. By the Power of the 
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Stars and Planets, ſpiritually repreſenting a Spiritual 
Influence, —— to Albertus, the Images or Shapes 
of Men are diverſified; and therefore it happens ſome- 
times that a Man is begotten, having the Head of a Pig, 
becauſe ſome Star or other ruled at that time, which 
influenced ſuch a Diſpoſition; and ſo we often ſee the 
Shape of a Scorpion or Serpent, or ſome other Ani- 
mal impreſſed upon Stones, which is accounted for hy 
the ſame Rule; and if we may give Credit to Haly 
in his Comment upon Ptolemy, ſuch Stones which have 
theſe Impreſſions, cure ſeveral Diſeaſes. Beſides, we 
often ſee the deareſt and moſt intimate Friends will 
quarrel with one another, which is occaſioned by the 
Influence of the Planets that have contrary Aſpects at 
that Time. 


From hence it will appear, that Saturn has 
Power to diſpoſe Matter, and oblige it to 
receive /#ch a Shape; but, becauſe Saturn 


would be then faid to govern always in the 


Conception of the Embrio, we are to under- 
ſtand that his Power of Governing here, is 
to be taken for «that Influence only which he 
has over the diſpoſition of Matter, that no 
other Planet can naturally effect. And there- 
fore if Sarurn can be ſaid to have loſt, and 


not to have any Power in ſuch an Hour of 


the Night, we muſt thus underſtand it, that 
his Virtue or Power declines, but ſome other 
Planet or Star has naturally a Power to diſ- 
poſe and influence ſuch Matter, which Sa- 
turn could not naturally have. And if any 
Body asks, how comes it paſs, that all things 
keep in this Courſe ? J anſwer, that G 505 D 
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has ordained it ſhould be fo, who is the Firſt 
and Original diſpoſer of all Things according 
to Heavenly Ordination, and gives to every 
thing a Power peculiar to itſelf, according to 
the exigency of its Nature, 


OBSERV. VIII. 


Saturn is (aid to rule two Ways, by a general and 
ſpiritual Influence. He rules and governs every Day 
by his general Influence, but his Government is ſaid 
to be Spiritual when he is in his own Houſe, 


Jupiter comes next, who by his Power and 
Benevolence diſpoſes Matter for the recep- 
tion of the ſhape of the Members, and com- 
forts and cheriſhes the Fetus by his virtual 


by his Moiſture, which were dried up by 
the Influnce of Saturn in the firſt Month: 
Thus the ſecond Month is attributed to Ju- 


pPiter. 


Mars predominates over the third Month, 
and by his Heat and Drineſs divides the 
Arms from the Sides, and the Neck from 
the Arms: He alſo forms the Head. 
The fourth Month is under the Influence 


of the Sun, who makes the Heart, and gives 
Motion to the ſenſitive Soul. 


This is con- 
ſonant to the Opinion of Phyſicians and ſome 
Aſtronomers; but according to Ariſtotle's 


Sentiments, the Heart it formed before any 


other 
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other Part, and all the other Members de- 

| rive their Exiſtence from thence. Some ſay 

that the Sn is the Fountain of all vital 
Power, and therefore the Fourth Month is 
aſeribed to him. 

Venus rules the Fifth Month, and by her 
Power perfects ſome of the exterior Mem- 


| bers; as the Ears, Noſtrils, Mouth, and the 
4 Penis in Males: And in Females ſhe forms 


their Private Parts, the Breaſts, and other 
Members; ſhe alſo ſeparates the Hands, 
Feet and Fingers. 

In the Sixth Month Mercury reigns, who 
influences and governs the Organs of Speech; 
he compoſes and ſhapes the Eyebrows, forms 
the Eyes, cauſes the Hair to grow, and pro- 
duces the Nails. 


Nine Inſtraments to ev'ry Child belong, 


4 | ; 
Teo Lips, four Teeth, one Palate, Throat and 

h, Tongue. 

1C : : | 

Bs The /foon takes in the Seventh Month, 

and finiſhes the whole Work; for ſhe fills 

ce Aich her Humidity the porous Parts of the 

es Fleſh, and plains or makes ſmooth the rough- 

* Ineſs of the Skin; but Venus and Mercury 


— give Nouriſhiment, by repleniſhing the whole 
Body with Moiſture. 
Haturn re- aſſumes his Power in the Eighth 


ny Month, and as he is naturally cold and dry, 
wr 1 10 
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ſo he compatts and binds eloſe the Members 


of the Intant: From whence ſome Aſtrono- 
mers affirm, that a Child, that is born in the 


Fighth Month, comes dead into the World, | 


ar will live but a little time. 


In the Ninth Month Jupiter again takes | 


Place, whoſe Humidity and Heat exhilerates 
the Spirits of the Child; and every Child 
that is born in the Ninth Month 1s coura- 
geous, of a good Diipoſition, and long Lite ; 
ts Courage proceeds from Heat, and his 
lergth of Life from Humidity. 

To what has already been ſaid, we muſt 
add further, that all the Members of the or- 
ganical Body are influenced by the twelve 
Signs of the Zodiack. The firſt Sign in the 
whole Caleſtial Sphere is Arzes, which Sign, 
when the Sun is temperate. produces Heat 
and Moiſture, and then every Man has an 
Inclination to propagate his own Species: 
And therefore the motion of the Sun when 
m Aries, is ſaid to be the Fountain of Life, 


and the Cauſe of vital Virtue; for which 


Reaſon the Head of Man is under the In- 


fiuence of Aries, and ſubject to his Effects. 


For as Aries is the moſt noble Part of the 


Heavens, becauſe he is the firſt of the Divi- 
ſion of the Sphere into Twelve Parts; and as 
the Head of Man is faid to be the nobleſt | 
Part of all the Body, therefore the Head is 
very juſtly attributed to be under the Influ- | 
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ence of Aries; and alſo becauſe, that when 
the Sun runs his Courſe through this Sign, 


he puts in motion the Heat and Moiſture ot 


Nature ; and the Head is faid to be the 
Fountain of the vital Spirits 


Gi. i. 


As the Spring is naturally hot and dry, ſo is Artes; 
by whoſe Influence all Arimals do at that time great- 
ly covet Coition, Tho” all the Faculties of the Soul 
proceed from the Head, which has occationed Phyſi- 
cians to ſay, that the vegetative Power of the Body 
is principally and determinately in the Head, but ori- 
ginally in the Heart, yet it has been a Matter of Diſ- 
pute, whether the Seat of Life be more in the Head 
than in the Heart. Avicenne aſſirms it to be in the 


"Head, and tells you (to confirm his Opinion) that he 


ſaw a Ram walk about after his Heart had been taken 
out : Now this could not be, except the Seat of Life 
were in the Head. Averrees ſays, that the Seat of 
Liſe is principally and originally in the Heart, and in 
the Head only by Conſequence : And to ridicule Av7- 
cenne, he tells you a Tale full as incredible, if not 
more, than what Afvicenne relates; for he ſays, that 
he ſaw a Ram, v hich ran about for a conſiderable ſpace 


of Time after his Head had been cut off. But the 


moſt probable Opinion is, that the Seat of Lite is the 
Heart, becaule it is the firſt that receives Life, and 


the laſt that expires ;-and this could not be, if the 


Heart were not the principal and chief of all the 
Members. 


The Neck is influenced by Taurus; the 
Shoulders and Shoulder-blades by Gemini; 
to Leo the Breaſt, Heart, and Diaphragm 
D 2 are 


. — —— 
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are attributed; to Virgo the Stomach, Bow» 
els, Ribs, and the brawny part of the Arms: 
And this ſeems to be the moiety or half of 


the Body, as the Signs are of the Cæleſtial 
Libra begws the ſecond Part of 


Sphere. 

fan's Body, that is the Reins or Kidncy's, 
and is the Original of all the other Mem- 
bers. Scorpio rules thoſe Parts from whence 
Concupiſcence ariſes, as well in Males as Fe- 
males. Sagitatius has Power over the No- 
ſtrils, and thoſe Places by which Nature oc- 
caſions Evacuation. The Knees and ſome 
other Parts are governed by Capricorn. TI he 
Legs are under the Power of Aquarius, and 


Piſces, which 1s the laſt Sign in the Zodiack, 


influences the Feet and all Plants. 

Thus you have briefly a judicial Account 
of the influential Powers of the Twelve Signs 
over every Human Body. 


OBS ERV. x. 


Having ſhewn what Part of the Body is influenced 
by each particular Sign of the Zodiack, the principal 
Interence drawn from thence is, that to wound or draw 
Blood from any Member when the Moon is in that 
Sign which governs that Member, often proves to be 


dangerous Conſequence, whether, it be Man or 
Zeaſlt, 


Let no Man think that what J have here 
aſſerted is Fiction; for the Truth hereof will 
miniteftly appe er by many Experiments: 


And 


r OV:  "90Y  O P 


eneralion Feta. 


And every Man will find by Experienc 
that it is of dangerous Conſequence to te, 


any part of the Body when the Moon is in 


that Sign of the Zodiack which influences 
that Part; and the Reaſon is, becauſe the. 
Moon encreaſes the Humours (as we have 
found by Experience; and if you place freſh 
raw Meat under the Rays of the Moon, Mag- 
gots will quickly breed in it; and this will 
not always happen, but it will have this Et- 
felt at that particular Time, that is to ſay, 
when the Moon is at the Full. 


OBSERV- XL 


To what Albertas has ſaid, we niay add further, that 
the Humidity of the Brain is encreaſed when the Moon 
is at the Full, and by that means rendered too in- 
tenſe : Every Man ſhould forbear his application to 
Study at that time, 


That this may more plainly appear, we 
muſt obſerve, that the Moon has four Stages or 
Poſitions. At the firſt ſtraining or ſtretching 
of the Moon, [wnich we call New- Moon 
ſhe is Hot and moiſt, and continues fo for the 
firſt Quarter. During the ſecond Quarter, 
ſhe is hot and dry : When the is at the Full 
then ſhe is cold; and is alto cold in the laſt 


Quarter, till ſhe approaches near to the Sun. 


In the laſt Quarter ſhe occaſions much Wet, 
and turns all Mixture into Putrefaction 


D 3 There“ 


e Mſteries of 


Therefore when the Moon encreaſes Moi- 
ſture in the Parts of Man's Body, to wound 
any Part at that time generally proves Mor- 
tal; becaule it is of dangerous Conſequence 
to add Humours to Humours, and by that 
means encreale the Damage. 


OBSERYV. XII. 


The firſt Stage of the Moon reſembles the Air, Bot 
and moiſt, and whoever is born in that Quarter, will 
be Sanguine. The ſecond is like Fire, hot and diy, 
and from hence proceeds Choler, The third is like 
the Earth, cold and dry, which produces Melancholy. 
The laſt Stage or Quarter of the Mora reſembles, as 
to its Quality, Water, which is Hamid and cold; and 
they who are born at that time will be Phlegmatick. 
And we find by Obſervation, that raw Fleſh placed 
againſt the Moc, when ſhe is in the laſt Quarter, will 
iponer putriſy and engender Worms, than it will do 
when the Mz is at Full. 


Now, tho* many Women are ignorant, of 
the Cauſe of this, yet there are many who 
know too well the Effect of theſe Things, and 
many Inconveniencies ariſz from thence : As 
when Men are in Coition with ſuch Wo- 
men, it they apply a piece of Iron to their pri- 
vate Parts, it thall infe& and greatly damage 
the Man's Yard; and there are too many 
lewd Women who have put this in practiſe. 
It it were proper, I could give convincing 
Reaſons for what IT ſay; but fearing to of- 
lend the Great Creator of all Things, I ſhall 


ſay 
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ſay no more at preſent concerning theſe hid- 
den Cauſes. 
OBSER V. XIII. 


The Reaſon why Albertus ſays, he fears to offend the 
Great Creator of all Things, is, becauſe if he ſhould 
enter upon a nice and particular Diſquiſition of what 
he there aſlerts, he might diſcover ſome Things which 
wicked and ill-deſigning People may turn to a bad 
Uſe, which he very juſtly obſerves would offend God; 
therefore thinks, he acts a more prudent Part in keep- 
ing them concealed, 


We can give anothe. Example of the bad 
Effect ofthe Moon, chiefly when ſhe is in the 
laſt Quarter; which is, that if the Beams of 
the Moon do at that time ſhine upon any 
Perſon's Head, when a- ſleep, that Perſon ſhall 
be afflicted with the Head-ach, and a Rheum 
ſhall run from his Eyes. We have already 
given a Reaſon for theſe Things. 


OBSER V. XIV. 


As the Brain cannot exiſt without ſome Humidity, 
ſo too much is prejudicial to it: And as the Moon en- 
creaſes Humidity, trom a ſuperfluity of which proceed 
Rheums and Catarrs, we ought at that jun&ure (I 
mean when ſhe is in the laſt Quarter) to keep our 
Heads warm, and guard againſt her baneful influ- 
ence. 


CHAP. III. 


32 The Myſteries -of 


| ti 

Of Sf OE 333 3 SL OLIN I I Po 

111 

CHAP. II. 1 

| u 

Of the Influence or Power of the de 

PLANETS. 12 

fac 

E T us now return to treat of the In- 1 ; 

fluence of the Planets, which the An- 

tients called the Gods of Nature over Man, | 1 

both in reſpect to the Body, as well as the Wy _. 

Soul. Br 

OBS ERV. I. = 

Here the Author proceeds to ſhew what Influence \Þ wh 

the Planets have upon the Soul and Body of the Feetus, 7 enc 

or upon both together. The Planets are called the *' , 
Gods of Nature, becauſe ſhe is goyerned by them 
as a Kingom is governed by a King. You will ſay 

perhaps, if the Planets are the Rulers or Gods of Na. 

ture, what Power or Influence has the ſtarry Orb ? © 

. To this I anſwer, the ſtarry Orb is the univerſal and 8 

uniform Cauſe of Nature, but the Planets diverſify the | * 5 

Effects of their Motions. | : a hs 

| ie! 

. . ö Moy 

Saturn who is ſuperior, more obſcure, hea- oY 

vy and ſlower than the reſt of the Heavenly coule 

Bodies, renders the Infant that is born under whe: 

him to be of a cloudy Colour in reſpect to Pes 


his Body ; he will have ſmooth, thick and F Boe 
black Hair, a large Beard, and a confu- Þ his 
fed Head; ſuch a Perſon will have a ſub- P =, 
| : ö til | 
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til Heart, and will have Clefts in the hind 
part of his Feet, not unlike what is met with 


ma Horſe's Hoof, or at leaſt he will have 


the Marks and Signs of ſuch Cleſts or Fiſ- 
fures. In reſpect to the Faculties of his Soul, 
he will be of an evil Diſpoſition, very trea- 
cherous, malicious, quarrelſome, heavy and 
fad ; his Life will be one continued Scene 
of viſciouſneſs: He will be ſo far from being 
Luxurious, that he will delight in nothing 
more than what is fixtid and ſlovenly; he 
will have little or no inclination to Ferery 
nay, he will naturally deteſt and hate all Wo- 
men-kind : From whence we may briefly ob- 
ſerve, that according to Ariſtotle's Opinion, 
whoever 1s born under this Planet, will be 


endued with a very evil diſpoſition of Body. 


OBSERV; II. 


Saturn, which is the ſupreme Planet, finiſhes his 
Courſe in Thirty Years ; ſo that in that ſpace of Time 
he returns to the ſame point of the Zodiack from 
whence he. ſet out; and according to Ptelemy and Rabbi 
Meoyſes, Saturn is at farther Diſtance from the Earth 
than any of the other Planets, inſomuch that if a Man 
could trayel from this World to that part of Saturn 
where he touches the Sphere of Jupiter, and allowing 
every Day's Journey to be Ten Miles, he would be 
Five thouſand ſeven hundred thirty five Years, twenty- 
five Weeks and three Days, before he could arrive at 
his Journey's end. And according to Aſtronomers, 
Saturn is of ſuch Magnitude, that he is Ninety times 
bigger than the Earth. When Saturn is ſaid to be 

flower 
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flower than the other Planets, we are to underſtand 
that he is longer or takes up more time in compleat- 
ing his Courſe, Satun is Thirty times larger, than the 
Sun in reſpect to his Orb, and as the Sun paſſes his 
Orb by his proper Motion thro' the twelve Signs of 
the Zodiac, in One Year, ſo Saturn is Thirty Years: 
So that he moves with as much velocity as the Sun. 
To illuſtrate, and make this more plain and obvious, 
Suppoſe two Men were to Walk, the one Thirty 
Miles, the other but one Mile in a Day, he that walks 
the one Mile performs it ſooner, but cannot be ſaid to 
do it ſwifter, in reſpe& of the Time that is allotted to 
both, as Hriſtotle obferves in his Sixth Book of Phyſichs. 
The Infant that is born under Saturn is laid to be of a 
dark cloudy Colour ; and the Reaſon is, Saturn is like 
the Earth, cold, dry, dark and black, and ſo does 
virtually cauſe the Infant to be of the like Colour: 


So he will have black Hair, becauſe his Complexion * 


is terreſtial, and Saturn fills his Body with wany 
grois Humours, which generate groſs Hair: So alſo he 
will be heavy and ſad, becauſe he is virtually of a Me- 
lancholy Complexion : He will have no defire to Co- 
ition, becauſe bis Conſtitution is dry, and the way to 
bring him to it, is to feed him with moiſt and warm 
Food, well boiled: He is envious and full of Treachery, 
occaſioned by his being Melancholy. 


Tupiter is a Royal Star, good-natur'd, boun- 
tiful, pleaſant, and of a fair Aſpect, tempe- 
rate and proſperous, Whoever is born un- 
der this Planet will be handſome, his Eyes 
clear and ſprightly, and his Beard wilt be 
round; his two upper Teeth will be large 
and equally divided : His Complexion will 
be pure Red mix'd with White; his Hair 
long: As to his Mind, he will be naturally 

honeſt 
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honeſt and modeſt ; in his Apparel handſom 
and decent, delighting in ſuch things as are 
agreeable to the Taſte and Smell; he will 
be merciful, liberal, virtuous, pleaſant in Con- 
verſation; his Actions honeſt, his Words 
void of Falſhood ; and he will be very thought- 


ful. 
OBSERYV. III. 


Jupiter runs his Courſe, according to Aſtronomers, 
in twelve Years; ſo that he ſtays one Year in every 
Sign of the Zodiac; and is at ſo great Diſtance from 
the Earth, that if a Man were to go to that Part which 
is neareſt to this World, and if he were to travel ten 
Miles in a Day, he would be Two thouland five hun- 
dred and twenty-ſix Years, four Weeks, and five Days 
before he finiſhed his Journey. Jupiter is Fifty times 
bigger than the Earth. He that is born under him 
will baye long Hair, becauſe he is naturally hot and 
humid, for the length of the Hair proceeds from 


Heat and Humidity, and is the ſuperfluous Part of 


Humidity, which torces its Paſſage thro* the Pores of 
the Skin. 


Mars is intemperate both in his Heat 
and Dryneſs, and the Complexion of the 
Perſon born under him will be a dusky- 


Red and Tawny, he will have have little 


Eyes, and a groſs and crooked Body. As to 
the endowments of his Mind, they are De- 
ceit, Inconſtancy, Impudence, Anger, Trea- 
chery and Pride; Sedition and Rebellion are 
riyited in his Soul. 


OBs. III. 
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| this I 

OBSERYV. IV. abe 

00 

Mars performs his Courſe thro' the Zodiack in two 4 b 
Years, and is of ſuch Diſtance from the Earth, that it 
would take a Man Four hundred and ninety Years, 
eleven Weeks and four Days, to arrive at that Part 

which 1s neareſt the Earth, allowing him to go nine | 50 

Miles in a Day. Heat and Dryneis are the Cauſe of T perha 

aduſtion and criſpneis of the Hair, which is a mani- then 

feſt Sign of Wrath. Whoever is born under him will . I hat 


be of a dusky Red, occaſioned by the Heat acting up- 
on the Humidity, and by conſuming it leaves it dry. 
Thus we ſee that Bricks are not ot a reddith Colour 
till they have been burned. He will alſo have {mall 
Eyes, occaſioned by the want of Humidity, becauſe 
the Eye is naturally watry. Mars is hot ind dry, and 
conſequently cannot form large and handſome Eyes, 
Mars induces. People to quarrel and fight, becauſe he 
dries the Brain, and inflames the Heart, where Anger 
is generated. He is deceitful, becauſe he is dry and 
hot, and conſequently always wrathiul and contriving 
Miſchiet, and ſtudying how to deceive and betray 


Men. He covets Coition becauſe he is Hot, but can ten 
do little for want of Huniidity. do tr⸗ 
| him 

SOL is a Royal Star, and is the Light ora! 
and Eye of the World; whoever is born un- Spir 
der him will be plump, have a handlome is eit 
Face, large Eyes, a Complexion fair, mix'd | 
with a little Red, a good Beard, and long _ / 
Hair. As to the Qualities of his Soul, they |. the 
are Hypocriſy and Wickedneſs ; in outward | har 
appearance he will ſcem juſt and honeſt, and brc 
according to fome Men's judgment, Wile Þ| Sta 


GFR 


and Knowing. Some Philoſophers and Aſtro- 
nomers 


ener ation FeUVealed. 


nomers affirm, that whoever is born under 
this Planet, will be ſtridtiy Religious, much 
given to Devotion, Wile, Rich, a lover of 
good Men, and a diſcourager of thoſe that 
are bad. 


OBSER V. Vs 


SOL is hot, and temperately dry. You will ſay 
perhaps, that if Sol be as dry as Mars, how comes it 
then that it has not the ſame Effect? We anſwer, 
That thy' & be hot and dry, yet he is virtually hu- 
mid, and his dryneſs is well temper'd. / was called 
the Father cf the Gods by the Antients, becauſe he is 
the beginning of Life; that is, he gives Being to every 
Thing: So that by his acceſhon to our Hemilpurcre, 
Fertility and Generation have their Influence from 
him ; and when he recedes from us, we perceive the 
Flowers to wither, and the Earth gr: w dry, He fi- 
niſhes his Courſe in one Year, by his own natural 
Motion, having tryed forty Days in every Sign of 
the Zodiac. According to Aſtronomers, he is of ſuch 
Diſtan:ze from the Earth, that to arrive at the neareſt 
Part, a Man would be Four hundred and thirty Years 
twenty ſix Weeks, and two Days, if we ſuppoſe him 
to travel Ten Miles every Day, He gives Wiſdom to 
him that is born under him, becauſe he warms him 
temperately, and by a moderate Heat the Soul belt per- 
forms her Virtues, for Heat ſtirs up and re: ders the 
Spirits brisk and active. £1, according to Ptolemy, 
is eight times bigger than the Earth. 


Venus is a benevolent and kind Star, and 
the Perſon that is born under her, will be 
handſom and have beautiful Eyes and Eye- 
bros; he will be plump, and of a middle 
Stature : As tothe Endowments of his Mind, 


E he 


10 "T7 FJ hi) TA" SF © 0 


he willl be courteous, facetious, and pleaſant ; 
eloquent, a lover of Mulick and Dancing, 
dlelighting in Mirth and Pleaſure; gracetul 
in his Apparrel, and his Deportment will 
gain the approbation of all Men. 


OBSERV. VI. 


- Venus runs her Courſe in Three hundred and thirty 
eight Days, aud ſhe is in magnitude as one part of the 
Earth, it divided into Twenty-eight Parts; and her 
Diittancze from the Earth, according to Aſtronomers, 
is luch, that if a Man were to travel Ten Miles every 
Day, he would be Sixty-hve Years, nineteen Weeks, 
and one Day on his Journey, before he could come at 
. that part which is neareſt to the Earth, 

Venus is virtually hot and humid, and makes the 
Perſon born under her Luxurious and Han d ſome, and 
a lover of Mulick, becauſe Muſick cheriſhes Love. 
Suppoſe that Venus and Saturn were in Oppoſition to 
one another, whoever is born at that time will not be 
. altogether good, nor altogether Bad; for the Benevo- 
lence of Venus is an impediment to the malicious In- 
fluence of Saturn, and ſo there will be a medium be- 
tween the one and the other. 


Mercury, whoſe Rays are ſeldom ſeen, by 
reaſon of his being always !o near to the Sun, 


a {lender and well-thap'd Body, low in Sta- 
ture, his Beard handſome and thin. As to 
his Mind, he will be Wiſe and Subtle, ſtudi- 
ous, and a lover of Philoſophy : Sound in his 
Morals, honeſt in his Words, and will ob- 
tain many Friends; nevertheleſs he will not 


renders the Perſon born under him, to be of 
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be veryFortunate. He will be remarkable 
for his good Counſel and- ſound Advice, for 
his Truth and Veracity ; and above all, for 
his being ignorant of, and not conſcious or 
conſenting to wicked Actions. 


OBSERV. VII. 


Mercury always accompanies S, and is never at a far- 
ther Diſtance from him than thirty Paces. He has a ra- 
dient Aſpect, by reaſon of his vicinity to S, but yet he 
may he feen in an Evening by the help of a Teleſcope, 
He finiſhes his Courſe in Three hundred and thirty- 
two Days, which is little leſs than a Year : He is in 
Quantity as one Part out of Twenty-two thouſand 
Parts of the Earth. 


As the Moon is ſwifter in her Motion, ſo 
whoever is under her Influence, will be of a 
roving Mind, pleaſant in Company, and can— 
not be confin'd to Buſineſs: His words will 
abound with Truth; his Stature middle-fized, 
and his Eyes di ſpropòrtioned; that is, one 
will be larger khan the ocher. 


The Moon (or Tuna) is exceeding ſwift in her 
Motion, and whoever is born under her will not” con- 
fine himſelf to any Service ur Emoloyment. She runs 
her Courſe in Twenty ſeven Days and (even Hours, 
Aſtronomers ſay the is of ſuch Diſtange from the Earth, 
that to arrive at the concave Part, which is neareſt to 
us, a Man would ſpend Thirtzen Years, ſix Weeks, 
and three Days, ſuppoſing that he travelled fen Miles 
and an half every Day. The ee is an opaque Body, 
and has no Light but what ſhe receives from the %. 
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4.0 
The don is round and thin, yet denſe and thick in 
ſome Parts, occaſioned by the Clouds; and the Spot 
which we ſee in her, proceeds from her being ſo much 
rarified in the middle that ſhe cannot reflect the Light 


of the Sun, which penetrates the Middle; by which 
means ſhe is obicure in that Part. 


Here we muſt obſerve, that all the Planets 
and Stars which compole the Heavenly Body, 
perform their Offices by a Divine Commil- 
tion, and can do nothing but by God's ſpe- 
cial Order: From whence we may lawtully 
inſer, according to what we have already 
faid, that every inferior Body is influenced 
and governed by the Caleitial Bodies, and 
all the Sacrifices and Immolations in this 


World cannot alter or change the Actions or 


Ettetts of thoſe Bodies, which occaſion Life 
and Death. f 


OB SERV. VIII. 


The Motions of the heavenly Bodies are always regu- 
lar and uniform, as appears rom hence, becaute they were 
formed and made by God from the Beginning of the 
World, and will continue regular and uniform as long as 
the World endures ; becauſe God, who formed them, 
has ordained them to continue without Change or Vari- 
tion, as he himſelt is invariable. But you will object 
and ſay, that a prudent Man may avoid the bad In- 
fluences voi the Plancts, and how could this be done, 
except lome way was diſcovered to put a ſtop to their 
Courſe and Effect? To this I anſwer, that a prudent 
Man cannct alter the Courſe or Motion of the Planets, 
or prevent their ſcattering their baneful Influnce ; but 
yet he may prevent their having any pernicious Effect 
upon hun, As for Example; Iho' we cannot Rn 
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in the Planet Satarn from ſending down his Frigidity, 
et Nor extreme Cold, yet we can guard and ſecure our 
uch I ſelves by proper Methods againſt that Frigidity, io 
ght that it ſhall not injure us. Beſides, how many In- 
ich | ſtances have we of God's averting Sickneſs and o- 


- 


ther Calamities, when he is petitioned earneſtly and 
fervently to do it? He is a God ſo good, fo gracious 
and ſo kind, ſo ready to hear, and ſo indulgent to our 
Prayers, that he never fails to grant our Requeſts, if 
wie call upon him with that ſincerity, humility, and 
it= | Zeal, as we ought to do. | 


ly | From what has been ſaid, ſomebody per- 
dy [7 haps may charge me with a double Error: 
ed Firſt, That having ſuperficially read what 1 
have advanced, will literally conclude from 
1is © thence, that all things come to paſs by abſo- 
or” | lute Neceſlity, which is not to be fo under- 
> ftood. The Second is, That I may be tax- 
* ed with hiding or concealing the Chriſtian | 
> Faith, which I utterly deny: All that J have | 

{aid, relates only to the Influence which the | 

heavenly Bodies have over all other inferior | 

Bodies : And tho' their Courle cannot be 1 
changed, yet a prudent Man may avoid their | | 
bad Eifetts by Care and Management. 1 


OBSERV. x. | 


That all this happen by Neceſſity is eertain; but | 
here I muſt diſtinguiſh between a conditional and an | 
abſolute Neceſſity, and therefore the bad Effects of the | 
Planets may be hindered by Accident: As for Exam- | 
ple; Such a Planet by its Mal{gnity threatens Death, ll 
yet by the application or adminiſtration -of proper Ne- 17 
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medies, the Perſon ſo threatened and afflicted with the 
Malignity, ſhall recover; but if we are ſupine, negli- 
gent, and will nut uſe what is convenient and necel- 


ſary to expel that Malignity, we ſhall certainly ſuffer 
by it. 


ARR AASA NE 


E 
Of the Generation of ImperfetF 


CREATURES. 


HAT what has already been faid, 

may appear more plain, and how 
more Children than one are created in the 
and come forth into 
the World, (as Iwins for Example) we 
Mall digreſs a little {from the Generation of 
Mankind, and treat of thoſe Animals which 
are produced not from Seed, but from Pu- 
trefattion. In order to which we muſt ob- 
ſerve, that thoſe imported Creatures [as Flies 
and the hike] are not generated the ſame 
Way as perfect Creatures are ; becauſe they 
are not generated by the deciſion or diſ-jon- 


ing of ihe Particles of the Seed, but are 
produced from Putrefaction. 


OBSERV. I. 


eee 
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OBSERVATION I. 


In this Chapter the Author treats of the Formation 
of the Child in the Womb; but firſt he makes a Di- 
greſſion, and afterwards returns to what he propoſed. 
What we ſhall at preſent take Notice of is, that tho” 
Flies and Spiders are reckoned imperte& Creatures, 
yet they are of ſome Uſe; for as Nature creates no- 
thing in vain, ſo theſe Flies and Spiders were ordered 
to abſorb and ſuck up infetious Humours, that Man- 


kind may the better be preſerved from the bad Ef- 
fects of thoſe Humours. 


There are many who make it a Doubt whe- 
ther the ſame Animals are generated from 
Sced, or without Seed. Avicenne in his Trea- 
tile of Deluges, is of Opinion, that the ſame 
Animals are gencrated both trom Seed and 
without teed, and he grounds his Opinion 
upon this, viz. Tiat there may be yet an 
univerſal Deluge, and conſequently that all 
living Creatures wonld be turned into Cor- 
ruption, and then there would be an In- 
fluence upo thoſe dead Bodies which 
were turned into Cor rruption, which by the 


Virtue and Po er 07 the I eavens, would re- 


penc crate tlioſe dead Bodies: fo that one 
would be produced from Putrefattion or Cor- 
ruption, and another would be generated in 
its own Species and likeneſs, by the deciſion 
or diſaucing of the Seed, nd this he ſays 
is evident to our Senſes; for if you take the 

e Hair 
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Hair of a Woman when ſhe has her monthly 
Purgations, and bury it in fat Earth, upon 
which Dung has lain for the ſpace of one 
Winter, then in Spring following, or in the 
Summer, when it grows warm by the heat 
of the Sun, a long and ſtout Serpent ſhall be 
produced, and that very Serpent ſhall beget 
another of his own Species and likeneſs, by 
Deciſion or dif-uniting of his Seed. He cor- 
roborates his Aſſertion by the Inſtance of a 
Mouſe in his own Time, which he ſays, was 
produded from Putrefaction and Corruption, 
which very Mouſe did by its Seed beget ano- 
ther Mouſe of its own Species and Like- 
nels. 
OBSERV. ii. 


The Author here raiſes a Doubt ; Firſt he gives us 
the Opinion of Avicenne, and the Reaſons for that Opi- 
nion, Secondly, He very briefly refutes Avicenne's 
Opinion. Avicenne aſſerts, That the Divine Power, 
by the mediation of the Motion of the Planets, can in- 
fuſe Forms and give a Being to Things generated from 


Putrefaction; and further ſays. things ſo generated 


can alſo generate others like themſelves ; and this he 
illuſtrates by Example : The Sun by its Virtue pro- 
duces a Plant from the Earth, which Pant by Led 
and Fructification, ee another Plant. 

Note, That the Hairs of a menſtruous Woman are 
very humid, grols, and venomuus ; therefore if you 
bury them in fat Earth in the Winter, they will gene- 
rate more Humidity and Venom by the Power of the 
Sun, and they may be changed into Serpents: And 
aſter this manner it is ſaid, that a Baſilisk may be arti- 
facially made by placing an Egg in a Dunghil}, Ss 
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N;te, That a Mouſe that is generated from putri- 
fied Earth, is groſſer than a Mouſe that is generated 
from Seed, he has a larger Tail, and is more vene- 
mous, becauſe he was produced from Matter very 
putrid and Corrupted. 


But we muſt briefly ſay, that this Opinion 
of Avicenne is entirely falle, becauſe as every 
thing has its proper and peculiar Macter or 
Sabſtance, ſo allo it has its proper and pecu- 
liar Agent, becauſe as ſuch is the Matter, 
ſuch is the Form, and that Action or Opera- 
tion of Form or Shape, is another: And as 
Animals have ditferent Shapes, ſo alſo the 
Matter muſt be diiferent of which they are 
compoſed ; and as thoſe Animals have diffe- 
rent Forms, ſo alſo they mult have different 
Matter, and conſequently diiferent Agents, 
and duterent Cauſes of Generation. Ariſtotle 
is of Opinion, that the ſame ſort of Animals 
may be produced from Seed, and without 
Seed, at leaſt in reſpect to their own Species; 
as Health is ſometimes acquir'd by Art, and 
ſometimes eil-fted by Nature. But yet he 
differs from .fviceune, who aſſerts, that per- 
fect Animals cannot be produced but from 
Seed; which Ari/otle affirms to be falſe. 
He differs allo from him in his Notion of 
an Univerſal Deluge, which he aſſerts to be 
naturally impoſſible now-a-days in reſpect of 
Fire and Water. Albertus lays it down as an 
undeniable Maxim, that a Deluge is — 
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oned by the prodigious Quantity of Wet 
that proceeds from one ot the Conſtellations; 
and therefore if that wet Conſtellation has 
that Effect upon one part of the Globe, the 
dry Conſtellation which affetts the reverſe 
art of the Globe, muſt have the contrary 
ſect; and the one exhauſts and dries up as 
much Humidity in one Part, as the other 
ſends down in the contrary Part: By which 
it plainly appears that Avicenne's Notion of 
an univerſal Deluge ought to be Exploded. 


OBSERV. III. 


Here he refutes Avicenne's Opinion, by proving, that 
ſuch Creatures that are generated from Seed, and ſuch 
as are generated without Seed, differ in Species, be- 
cauſe the Matter from whence they are generated is 
different; That is, the Seed is Putrefa&tion, So the 
Agents are different, or two-fold, viz. The Power of 
the Sun and Planets together with Heat incorporated 
in Things which proceed from Putrefaction on one 
Part, and the Agents by which the Seed is divided or 
diſunited on the other Part; that is, in Creatures that 
are begotten by Seed. And altho a Serpent may be 
generated from the Hair of a menſtruous Woman, and 
afterwards beget another Serpent, yet thoſe two Ser- 
pents differ in Species. | 

Note, That it is impoſſible that there can be another 
univerſal e becauſe the Planets cannot meet to- 
gether to occaſion one; but yet there ma be a parti- 
cular Deluge. As for Inſtance; if all the cold Planets 
ſhould meet in the cold Sign called Pi ces, then a De- 
luge may happen in one part of the Earth, which that 
Sign would affect; but it could not become an univer- 
ſal Deluge except by Miracle. 1 

b rom 


R i OT Inn 
„„ 
K 


R FR 


* 8 
2 . + ot 8 ants 
eG at a S . 4 


+ 
1 4 © a th. 6 Aa 


2 Er ͤ ˙•!ü—ͤ̃ ra Ro, 1 


Generation revealed. 47 


From what has been ſaid we muſt obſerve, that 
more is generated from Water in the Winter in one 
part of the Earth, and more from Air and Fire in 
the oppoſite Region in the Summer, according to the 
Courle of the Planets, 


To this we anſwer and ſay, that ſome Ani- 
mals are generated without Seed ; and the 
Reaſon given for it is, according to Ariſtotle, 
that Heat ſeparating a mix'd Body, extracts 
the ſubtileſt Parts, and leaves behind what are 
groſs; yet we cannot ſay that this is Heat 
abſolutely, for it is rather a Virtue or Power 
of a Coleſtial Conſtellation. And the Inten- 
tion of Ariſtotle is, that the Matter from 
whence an Animal is produc'd without Seed, 
is a ſubtile Humidity or Moiſture, in which 


' a certain Natural Heat often acts from one 


part of the Heavens, which, while it is pro- 
portioned to the Matter, in which Matter a 


certain Form of ſuch particular Animal is to 


be introduced, the cœleſtial Heat already 
ſpoken of, ſeparates this Humidity or Moi- 
{ture from the earthy and groſs Part. Ac- 
cording to Ariſtotle, this Generation or Pro- 
duction is Univerſal, at leaſt virtually, but not 
formally. From hence we may ſolve a Doubt 
which ſome People make, who ſay, that every 
thing which is generated Univocallh, is gene- 
rated from ſomething like itſelf in its own 
Species : Which is true, either virtuallh, or 
formally. Here we may obſerve, that many 


Imper- 


48 e Myſteries of 
imperfett Animals are produced out of the 
fame Matter or Subſtance; as Flies and Waſps 
are produced from Dung, and ſeveral others 
of different Forms and Colours, as black 
Beetles, Sc. | 


OBSERYV. IV. 


Here Abertus ſays, that the manner how Animals 
are generated from Putretaction is, That when the heat 
of the Sun extends to putrified Matter, then it ex- 
hales or draws out the ſubtile Humidity from that 
Matter; then Pellicles or little Skins are generated, to 
that the Heat which is contained within them cannot 
come forth; then that Heat being agitated by the In- 
Huence of the Sun, ſtrives to get forth, but is obſtruc- 
ted, and by a continual Motion upwards and down- 
wards, a pulſative Spirit is generated, by the media- 


tion of which Spirit, Life is produced in that Matter. 


If it be asked whether that pu'ſative Spirit be a Sub- 
ſtance or anAccident, we anſwer, that it is a Subſtance, 
becauſe that Spirit acts by the mediation of a forma- 
tive Power, and alſo becauſe the Agent could not pro- 
duce a Subſtance but by the mediation of that Spirit : 
Therefore it neceſſarily follows that that Spirit muſt 


be a Subſtance, and that Spirit is a ſubtil Body genera- 1 


ted from the more ſubtil part of Matter, by the medi- 
ation of Putrefaction. But you will ask whether that 
irit be animate or inanimate ? We anſwer, that Spi- 


rit is not formally animate, but virtually, becaule it 


roduces Life effectively out of, or from that. putrid 
tter. 

Albertus ſays, that the heat of the Sun exhales or 

draws out the Humidity from Putreſaction. This is 


eaſily proved; for take a Mouſe that is generated from 
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Putre faction, and place it before the Rays of the Sun 


when they ſhine with full Force and Vigour, and yeu 1 | 


will 


will 
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will find that the heat of theſe Rays ſhall attract all 
the Matter or,Subſtance of the Mouſe, ſo that nothing 
mall remain 18 but the Skin. 0 
_ Ariſtotle 152 that Generation is two- fold, viz. Uni- 
val” and Equi vocal: Equivocal is when the Thing. 

enerating, and the Thing generated, differ in Speci s 
e as When a Mouſe is generated from Earth, Ce. 

nivocal is when the Thing generating and the Thing 
generated agree in Species, as when one Man begets 
another or one Horſe begets another Horſe. 


: - Note, That Animals generated from Putrefaction, 
t haye not always the ſame Colour, the ſame; Species, 
. or the ſame Shape or Figure: The Reaſon is, becauſe 
- thoſe Animals differ in Species, and whateyer differs 
5 in Species, differs alſo in Shape or Figure, and in na- 
t | tural Colour. 
1— N fs % # 1874 
But the Cauſe of the diverſity or diffe- 
rence of thoſe Animals ariſes from the Divi- 
r. ſion of the Seed in the Womb, and this is 
b- principally true in pertett Animals. And we 
©, muſt obſerve that there are many little Cells 
- or Receptacles in a Woman's Womb, and when 
a the Man's Seed 1s ſeparated from him, and 
aſt as it were gathered together, ſo that in every 
ra- Cell of the Womb, a part is received, this oc- 
u. cafions che begetting ſeveral Children; and 
pi. this Method of begetting in reſpec of per- 
P r ; ! ; 
it 3 fe& Animals is accounted for in the ſame 
rid 3 way; fo that there is Seed in the Womb at 
one and the ſame time that there is ſome- 
| or 'Þf ; 
s is 1 what cle, viz. An Mole; Or falle Conception. 
4 | Dir un ; 
rom |} Fadi therefore ſuch Humidity or Moiſture, 
den d divided, by \thoks * or Places, Which 


bring 
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bring forth Things by Putrefation:z and con- 


and increaſed. The Caufe' of Similitude or 
Likeneſs in thoſe Animals, is the. Similitude 
of ſuch Moiſture or Humidity brought forth 
from the Body into homogene Parts, and the 
Difference or Diſſimilitude of thoſe Animals 
is taken from the contrary, that is from the 
Moiſture which is brought forth into hete- 
rogene Parts, or Parts oppoſite to the others. 


OBSERV. v. 


Here the Author gives you the Reaſon why, and 
ſhews you the Cauſchow, many Children are begotten 
at one time, There are many Reaſons for the begetting 
of many particular Children; I ſhall inſtance a few. 
The firſt is, That as there are many Cells or Apart- 
ments in the Womb, ſo the diviſion af the Seed into 
each of theſe Cells, produces ſo many Children. But 
this does not always hold true; tor a Woman has 
been delivered of a mals of Fleſh, in which, when o- 
pened, Seventy human Shapes or Forms have been diſ- 
covered: Now, it is certain that there are not fo 
many little Cells or Apartments in the Womb of any 
Woman. The ſecond Caule is the abundance of Seed, 
which being divided and ſcattered: in the Womb, pro- 
duces ſeveral Children. The third Cauſe is, when 
Women are too active in Coition, they occaſion the 
Seed to be ſcattered, and then every ſeparated Part 
forms a Child. 


The Reaſon why ſome Animals are of dif- 
ferept Sizes (as long and ſlender, ſhort and 
thick) ariſes from the yarious n or 
ng . ature 


ſquently ſuch Sort of Animals are multiplied 
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Nature of Moiſture : As for Example; A 
cholerick, hot and dry Humour, produces a 
long, ſtreight ſlender Body; becauſe the 
Heat is therein much extended. From a 
phlegmatick, cold; and moiſt Humour, pro- 
ceeds a ſhort and broad Body; becaule a 
watry Humour is by Nature apt to ſpread, 
and the Cold hinders it from extending it 


ſelf,, or running into Length. A Body of a 


middle Stature, that is, between Tall and 
Short, proceeds from a ſanguine, hot and moiſt 
Humour; and the Reaſon is, becauſe there is 
a Temperature or due Proportion btween the 
Moiſture and the Heat. But from melan- 


| cholick Humours proceeds a Body ſhort and 


ſlender, becauſe the Cold prevents-it from 
extending itſelf, and the Heat will not ſuffer 
it to ſpread. From a cholerick, accidental, 
and aduſt Humour, a tall and very ſlender 
Body 1s produced, and the Reaſon is, becauſe 
the Heat being in a great ferment occaſions 


j it to ſhoot out into Length, and the Dryneſs 


being Moderate, and in a middle Tempera- 


2 ture, cauſes it to be extenuated or made ſmall. 


IF: 


And we muſt obſerve, that a cholerick Per- 


ſon is generally of a yellow Complexion ; a 
a ſanguine Perſon is inclinable to be ruddy ; 


a melancholick Man black; and he that is 


phlegmatick has generally a pale Counte- 
nance. The Colour and Diſpoſition of thoſe 
Perſons, whoſe Nature is compounded of, or 


F 2 | mix'd 


3 4% rr 
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mix'd with theſe Humours, will alſo be ne- Bir 
ceſſarily mix'd 3 that is, they will partake oi ho! 
them all. | | Pro.) Annen. nn thr 

Thus I have laid before you, in this little Sen 


Chapter, the manner how imperfeft Animals 
are generated in the fimilitude or likeneſs of obſ 
Perfeck Animals; and how more young ſent 
ones, as well Perfect as Imperfett, are pro- unte 
duced; and likewiſe how it comes to paſs | 
that ſome Perſons are of different Shape and 
Size, and of different Complexions from o- | 5 
„ rs 12 
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Obſerve, That no Man can ſtrictly he ſaid to be al- 1. 
together Cholerick, Sanguine, or Melancholy; for Met 


there is a mixture of them all in every Man, tho' ſome ] or af 
predominate more in one Man than they do in ano- reca 
ther, becauſe there is no living Creature in which all after 
the Elements do equally preſide, as Averroes proves in they 
his firſt Chapter de Celc. | 2 Ord: 


$ÞÞÞIþ ke pred hx ed er y de herd er y v 


C H A P. V. 


Of the Birth, or expulſion of the Child 
From the Womb. 


1 Shall now return and ſpeak of the Form- 
ation and Generation of the Child in the 

Mother's Womb, and the Manner of its 
| Birth. 
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Birth. And Firf, We ſhall take Notice 
f how, or in what Manner and Method, thoſe 
three Powers of the Soul, viz. Vegetative, 


Senfative, . and Intellectual, are, as it were, 
; incorporated with Matter. And here I muſt 
f obſerve, that tho' this is foreign to my pre- 
ſent purpoſe, yet I ſhall ſay ſomething there- 
- unto. Fi : 
S | 

| OBSERVATION I. 

: Here the the Author premiſes ſeyeral neceſſary” 
Things, as bew thoſe three Powers, viz. Vegetative, 
Senſitive, and Intellective, are as it were incorporated 

5 with Matter; for there is à regular Order and 

r Method of Perfection and Communication between 

s or among thoſe three Powers; becauſe they are firſt 

received, afterwards they take univerſal Forms, and 

1 2 afterwards leſs viril tilt they come to thoſe to which 

1 © they were determined. Thus you ſee there is always 


When the Seed of the Man is injected into 


thered together, it immediately begins to in- 
creaſe, provided that the Womb be cloſe ſhut. 
But the Nouriſhment or Increaſe of it pro- 
ceeds from the Power of the Vegetative Soul, 
which owes its Virtue to the generating 
Quality of the Seed which comes from the 


> OQ 


rifotle ays in his Second Book concerning 
the Soul, vis. 9 the, 1 lanes of the Ve- 


the Womb of the Woman, and collected or ga- 


* | Man i And this manifeſtly appears from what 


getativo 
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getative Soul is two-fold, namely to generate 


and uſe Nouriſhment ; and as one Plant pro- 


duces another, ſo one Creature produces its 
Like. From whence we may obſerve, that 
a prohcietif® and generative Virtue, or What 
is neceſſary and competent for the Genera- 


tion of the Embrio, proceeds or flows from 
that Soul. In ſome time afterwards a Senſi- 
tive Soul is added to the Matter or Sub- 
ſtance, and after that the Intellective Soul, 
agreeable to its own Species. Thoſe Powers, 
Vegetative arid Senſitive are diſtinguiſhed by 


their Operations, which differ in their Ob- 


jects; but theſe two Powers Vegetative and 
Senſitive, are not to be underſtoood to differ 
ſo as to be reckoned two diſtinit Powers in 
reſpect to Eſſence; for the Vegetative Ef- 


ſende is one and the ſame, tho” not aſter the 
ſame manner. And this is what Ariſtotle 


ſays in his Treatiſe of the Soul, Book 16. 
he Life of the Embrio is at firſt the ſame 
with that of a Plant; the ſecond is an Ani- 
G 5% Eto ly d 22bivorg Si 
But there is an intellectual Soul or Power, 
2 to Man, which proceeds not from 
atter, but from Heaven, and is infuſed 
from the forming of Man; ſo that it is the 
ultimate End and! Perfection of all Forms 
that exiſt here 'below?® Phy ficians ſay, that 
the firſt Life is oceult 3 
N Wa 0 


mal Life; and the third according to its 


err r 


\ 
} 


s 
k 
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ed for; the ſecond or middle, is manifeſt and 


apparent, and the laſt.is excellent and glori- 


ous. From the firſt proceeds a Natural Senſe, 
from the ſecond an Animal Senſe, from whence 


Sight, Hearing, and voluntary Motion are 
derived; the third is a Spiritual Senſe, by 


which we are endued with Knowledge and 


Diſcretion. 


OBSERV. 11. 


/ 


The Author profecutes his Deſign, by ſhewing' how 
or after what manner thoſe three Powers arrive at, or 
as it were are incorporated with Matter. 

* Nite, That the Spirits and Seed of Man may in 
ſome reſpe& be called Vital, becauſe they proceed from 
a Man who is a living Creature : And when that is 
received into a vivitying and warm Womb, then it 
works upon the Seed of the Woman, and the vegeta- 
tive and formative Power firſt generates a thin Skin, 
which is called the Secundin-, in which the Seed is in- 
volved, and is in continual Motion with the Woman's 
Seed, and it ends in Matter, or Subſtance, that has 
Length, Breadth, and Depth, And there the forma- 
tive Power begins, and generates thoſe pulſative Spi- 

rits; it gives Lite to Matter or Subſtanee, and forms 

the Veins and Nerves, in wich thoſe Spirits perform 
their Motion; and then that Matter being vivify'd, 
thence proceeds the Life of thoſe Spirits, which ve- 
getates that Matter, and then the ſenſitive Life is re- 
ceived into that Matter. And when the Matter or 
Subſtance which compoſes the Man, has received that 
ſenſitive Life, which is the ultimate and laſt natural 


. 


Form, ther, the intelle&ive Power is infuſed and in- 


troduced by the Virtue and Power of God and the 
Influence of the ſtarry Region. From whence we may 


conclude, 


conclude, both Phy ſically and Theologically, that the 
intellectiye Power is not produced from the Virtue or 
Power of Matter, 5 
Nite, That this Form is faid to be brought out of 
Matter, which is extended by the Extenſion of Mat · 
ter; ſo that the Whole is in every Part, and every 
Part iu the Whole extenſively, ©, 
Nie, That the vegetative Power is for ſome time 
in Matter, when the Fenfitive is not. This is manifeſt. 
ly true, becauſe the Operation of this Power is firſt 


manifeſted, and it plainly appears that the Fetus or 
Child, mult firſt receive Nouriſhment and Growth, 


before it can have ſenſe of Feeling and Motion. 3 1 

The moſt uſual Time for a Child's con- Free 
. * * 0 . "2 «]] 
ing into the World, is at the expiration ot the! 


nine Months; tho” ſome happen to be born, and 

in the eighth Month. There are and have Heat 
been Women, who have Travelled Ten, others FF," 
Eleven Months from the time of Concep- © 4 


tion; and others again have been delivered in th: 
in Six Months: But then their Production 1 thy 
has proved abortive ; or to ſpeak in modern c 
Terms, was nothing elſe than a Mole or falſe falle 
Conception, compoled of a fleſhy and milky | they: 
Subſtance: And this happens upon divers 1 : 
Accounts; as when the menſtrual Matter is genen 
corrupted, or when the Matrix is broken © out of 
by too much Motion and Exerciſe, or by |!  t 
many other Ways too tedious to be here in- | ei, 


ſerted. And therefore when Bawds, Whores, be is a 
and Women who are expert in the Knowledge is bor 
of theſe Things, perceive that they are with | *2 the 
| Child, they never reſt long in one ag but jrjucy 
nce 


9 
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Dance much, romp and play with Men, uſe 
Copulation, and many other unwarrantable 
Exerciſes to procure a Miſcarriage : 'They 
covet and deſire Coition, that by the Plea- 


fure which they take therein, they may for- 


get the Pain of a Milcarriage, or at leaſt al- 
leviate it. 
OB SERV. III. 


Nie, That every Child that is born in the Ninth 
Month generally lives longer than any other Child, 
becauſe he is arrived to the full Perfection that it can 
attain in the Womb, has full Strength, and is under 
the Influence of Fupiter, which is a benevolent, kind, 
and well-diſpoſed Planet ; that is, he is endued with 


Heat and Humidity. Jupiter therefore is the Meſſen- 
ger and Giver of Lite, becaule Life conſiſts in Heat and 


Humidity: 


Albertus ſays, T hat a Woman is ſometimes delivered 


in the Eleventh Month ; but he is under a great Error 
in this Particular; for Women miſtake their Reckon- 
ing, and when they are impregnated (if | may ſo ſay) 
or have conceived a fleſhy Subitance, called a Male, or 
falſe Conception, and aiterwards conceived a Child, 
they miſtake the firſt Reckoning for the latter. 

Note, That when a Child comes firſt into the World, 
he puts his Finger to his Mouth, from the very Exi- 


= gency of Nature, The Reaſon is, the Child coming 


out of a warm Bath, is affected by the Cold, and puts 
his Finger to his Mouth in order to warm it. And 
the Reaſon why he cries or makes a Noiſe when 
he is horn is, becaule the Cold affects him more than 
he is able to bear. But if he makes a Noiſe before he 
is born, it is a certaln Sign that he will come dead in- 
to the World, or will not live long ; for he would not 
nike that Noile if he had not received ſome Hurt or 


Injury: : 
11 We 


: 
7 
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We muſt obſerve here, that a Child that 


is quick in the Womb, may be killed, either 


thro* exceſſive Fright, or by Thunder: And 
if it be not, yet it may poſſibly happen that 
the Seed may loſe the Human Shape by na- 
tural Motion. The Reaſon of this is, that 
the whole Maſs being changed by exceſſive 
Fright, is put out of Order, and by that 
means the Fatus periſhes, not having Strength 
enough to reſiſt the Shock. It may alſo be 
deſtroyed by Thunder and Lightning, which 
penetrates into the inward Parts, and burns 
them up, and yet no external Mark or Sign 
of a Burn ſhall appear; and this is occaſion- 
ed by the ſubtilty of that Vapour ; Which 
Vapour is ftronger than any of another 
Kind, in that it enters into the vital inte- 
riour Members, and leaves no Mark behind 
it, becauſe it does more Miſchief by its ſud- 
den Touch, than it does by its Heat. And 
then according to the interiour or natural 
diſpoſition in which it finds the Fatus, it 
dries up and conſumes the whole radical 
Moiſture, and conſequently the Faxtus muſt 
periſh. Let no Man think that I impoſe up- 
on him, if I aſſert that ſuch is the Operation 
and Effect of Thunder and Lightning, that 
it ſometimes burns the Foot, and neither ſin- 
ges nor damages the Shoe. The Reaſon is 
plain; for the Shoe- leather being very po- 

| rous, 
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rous, eaſily admits the ſubtle Vapour of 
Lightning, which meeting with Oppoſition 
from the Natz makes it pay dear for its Re- 
ſiſtance. It alſo often happens that the Hair 
upon the Private Parts ſhall be burned, and 
the Skin remain untouched. I have ſeen a 
Serpent ſtruck with 'Thunder which in a 
ſhort time has engendered multitudes of 
Worms, and turned to Corruption : And a 
Serpent being Thunder- ſtruck has loſt its 
Poiſon; inſomuch that you might take it up 
in your Hand without any manner of Dan- 
ger. Another Inſtance of the Effect of Thun- 


der and Lightning is what has often come to 


paſs, viz. That it ſhall ſtave an Hogſhead 


and yet the Liquor ſhall not immediately run 
out. It does not relate to my preſent Pur- 


poſe, atherwiſe I could give undeniable Rea- 
tons for theſe ſtrange Effects, how incredible 
or unaccountable ſoever they may appear. 


OBSERYV. IV. 


N:te, That Thunder is occaſioned by Heat; that is, 
when hot Vapours or Exhalations are received among 
> the Clouds, and being there exagitated, or put into 
> impetucus Motion by the coldneſs of thoſe Clouds, 
they break thro' the Clouds, and by their violent 


Motion are ſet on Fire, which is what we call Light- 


ning. And therefore they are greatly miſtaken, who 
aſſert that Lightning is generated in the third Re- 
gion of the Air, for it is formed among the Clouds. 

Note, ThatjThunder has a double Motion, the Stroke 


that 


and the Lightning: It's the Lightning not the Thunder, 


'4 
: 
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that cleaves Trees aſunder, becauſe the Lightning is ex- 


— 
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ceſſive ſubtil, being generated from, ſubtil and hot Va- 
pours or Exhalations, and that Lightning often burns 
the Shoe without doing any damage to che Foot, be- 
cauſe it often goes hack ſo very quick, that it has not 
time to reach the Foot; and ſometimes it will burn 
the Foot and not damage the Shoe; becauſe the Shoe 
is a porous Subſtance, as every Skin is, and the Light- 
ning penetates thro the porous Parts of the Leather, 
_— with Violence upon the Foot, which re- 
Warn e 990 Doerr 4 


But concerning what has been ſaid many 
Doubts may ariſe, whole Solutions I ſhall 
leave to other People ; the firſt is, Whether 
it be poſſible at the Time that a Man is in 
Coition with a Woman, that Thunder can | 


have ſuch an Effect as to alter the Impret- F —— 
ſion the Seed makes at the Inſtant, of its ejecC- 4,5 
tion, 10 as to change it into another, quite FF natura! 
contrary to that, which Nature had deſigned. |* _ m 
| : - 9 ONO0W 
| | OBSER v. v. 2 2 1 19 85 4 

ö 8 Th 
Here the Author raiſes ſeveral Objections, which Light 
be leaves to be anſwered by others. The firſt is“ ſhall ] 
thus "anſwered ; That the Lightning may poſſibly Child 

hinder the Form cr Shape whieh the particular Agent 


intended at the time that the Man eje&s his Seed; OT 
becauſe it may make the Matter yenomous, and ſo | 
render it unapt to produce the Form of a Man: Sof 
that from that Matter Toads are often generated. And 
*this is a Solution to the firſt Dcubt. % he The 
271107 ei gore Hattrio i n n i of nog poſed 1 
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The ſecond is, Whether at the time of 
ejection, the Lightning ſhall change the Vir- 
tue which the Seed receives from the Planet 
then ruling, both in reſpect of the Man and 
the Woman. 


_ — — — 
— — 


OBS ERV. VI. 


neren 


The ſecond Objection or Doubt, is thus anſwered 
and ſolved; The Power of the Planets may hinder 
y the Lightning; and therefore as ſome Planets have | 


11 the Influence of giving Lite and Being, Lightning 

5 may deſtroy that Being. But then it may be ask'd, 

r why that Lightning has this Effect upon the Seed at 

in its firſt ejection, and not aſterwards; To this we an- 

mn | ſwer, That the Seed, when firſt ejected is thin, and | 
E [Rt conſequently more liable to ſubmit to an impediment. | | 
Again, it may be objected, that all ſuperior Things 1 
C- Kannot meet with an impediment, becauſe they act f 
tC FF naturally at all times? We anſwer, That may very | 
d. well meet with an impediment in thoſe things which + 


follow their minute Operations. 


The third is, Whether the Stroke of 
Lightning touching the Seed in every Part, 
is ſhall have ſuch an Influence as to form a Male 
ly P23 Child, which was before diſpoſed to the for- 
rt mation of a Female, and fo on the contrary. 


d ; 
ſo | | | | f 
* V OBSERV. VII. | 
4 3; - a 5 g Wh , 
The third Doubt is ſolved thus; If Matter was dil. ; 
poſed to the formation of a Female, then by the Stroak = 
of Thunder or Lightuing it may be changed into the | 
ne Form of a Male Child, ſo on the contrary : Be- | 
| 


cauſe 


a - 


92 


1 he Myſteries o ” 
cauſe it is poſſible, that by Lightning a Power or Vir- 
tue may be given to the of the Man, by which 
it may be rendered more ſtrong and vigorous than the 
Seed of the Woman, and ſo on the contrary. 


The Motions and Strivings of the Child 
in the Seventh Month is natural ; but if it 
comes forth in the Eighth Month, it is great 
odds but that it dies ſoon ; becauſe it is 


- much weaken'd and loſes its Strength in la- 


bouring to come into the World: But if it 
be born in the Ninth Month it will be found 


and Healthy; becauſe it recovers in the eighth 


Month the Strength which was loſt in the 
ſeventh Month, by its endeavouring to force 
its way from its dark Priſon. 


OBS ERV. VIII. 


Nite, That a Child is very weak in the Eighth 
Month, becauſe Saturn has Dominion in that Month, 
and is an Enemy to Animal Life, becauſe he is Cold 
and Dry. Yet if the Child be very ſtrong, and the 
Paſſage, thro* which he comes into the World, be very 
wide, then he may be born with Health; but this 


. ſeldom happens. But the Reaſon why he is born in 


the ninth Month is, becauſe Jupiter rules in that Month, 
who is Hot and Moiſt, and the beginning of Life. 


Some Women have greater Pain in Child- 


bearing, than others; for in ſome it happens 


that the Child puts out an Arm or a Leg 
firſt, which occaſion much Pain. When theſe 
happen, the Midwives muſt be careful in 

l thruſt- 
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thruſting up the Arm or Leg, which occaſions 


and creates much Torment, ſo that if Women 
are not of very ſtrong Conſtitutions, the ex- 
tremity of the Anguiſh makes them ſo very 


Weak, that they dic inſtantly. It ſometimes 


comes to paſs, that when a Woman is in hard 


Labour, the Space between the Private Parts 


and the Fundament is broken, ſo that inſtead 
of two, there is but one Inlet. In ſuch a 


Caſe, Midwives who underſtand their Buſi- 


neſs, uſe a certain Ointment, with which they 
anoint the Private Parts, and carefully put 
back the Matrix, which often ſuffers great 
Damage at ſuch a Juntture. 
behoves every Woman to chuſe a very skil- 
ful Midwife who underſtands every Branch 


of her Buſineſs. I have been told one Thing, 


which is generally true, that if the Child 
comes Head foremoſt into the World, then 
all Things go well, and the Labour will be 
eaſy, becauſe the other Parts have little or 
no effect upon the Woman. 


OBSERV. IX. 


Nie, When a Child puts forth a Leg or an Arm 
firſt, it cannot come eaſily into the World, becauſe he 
lies obliquely and upon one Side, and occaſions great 
Pain, and then the Midwile's Buſineſs is to put back 
the Child, which creates more Pain. When the pri- 
vate Parts of a Woman are very ſtrait and narrow, and 
the Child is of a large Size, then a Rupture is made 


from the private Parts down to the Fundament; and 


2 this 


It therefore 


— ﬀ — — 
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this happens chieflv in Women that are very Fat, be- 
canle the Fat renders the Paſſage ſtrait and narrow. 


But there is ſomething more wonderful to 
feme People than what has been already 
mention'd, namely, how the Child can re- 
ceive Nouriſhment in the Wemb when the 
Womb is cloſe ſhut. In order to ſolve this, 
we muſt obſerve, that tho' the Child is cloſe 
pent in the Womb, yet Nature has ordain'd 
a little Vein or Nerve which perforates or 
enters into the Womb, and from thence pro- 
ceeds directly to the Breaſts. And when a 
Woman is Pregnant, her Breaſts harden, by 
reaſon that (the Womb being cloſed) the .F 
menſtrual Blood flows to the Breaſts, and 
ſuffering a ſtronger Concoction, changes its 
Colour from Red to White, and that is what 
we call Milk. Being thus concocted, it is 
carried by the Vein or Nerve already men- 
tioned, into the Womb; and this is the pro- 
per and natural Nouriſhment which feeds 
and ſupports the Child. And this is that 
Vein or Nerve which Midwives cut in the 
Navel-ſtring, and is plainly diſcernable in new- 
born Children; and the Navel-ftring is tied 
cloſe about, leſt any thing ſhould come forth 
from that Vein which is cut from the Ma- 
trix, which is called the Umbilical or Navel 

Vein, and it hangs, as it were, by a Thread, 
and is faſtened to the Womb, 


| Note, 
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2 OBSERV. xX. 
Nite, That according to Ariſtetie, in his fifth Book 
to of Metaphyſicks, the Vein of the Navel mentioned by 
dy Albertus, ought to be formed together, or at the ſame 
re- time with one another, becauſe the Matrix of the Wo- 
U man and the Navel of the Child arg joined to one 
ne another, by the mediation of that Vein; ſo that 
IS, the Food or Nouriſhment paſſes from the Woman's 
fe Breaſts to the Nayel, by the Mediation of that Vein. 
4 Note, That the Navel is exactly in the middle of 
* every Man and Woman, that is regularly and propor- 


tionably formed, and by the Mediation of that, the 
O- © Food is equally diſtributed from the Breaſts to all the 
other Parts. ; 

If it be asked, how comes it to paſs that the Breaſts 
are in every Woman placed above, and yet are ſeitua- 
ted below in every other Creature? Two Reaſons are 
to be given for this; Firſt, If a Woman's Breaſts were 
na below, it would hinder her Walking ; therefore 

ature, who is wiſe and prudent in every thing ſhe 
does, has placed them above: But a Cow, a Goat, 
and other Animals, have four Feet, and therefore their 
Breaſts being placed below is no impediment to 
their Walking. The ſecond Reaſon is, Becauſe in 
Women the Heat depends upon the Heart, and that 
| Heat extends itſelf to the Breaſts z therefore Won en 
3 have their Breaſts placed next to the Heart. But in 
=_ Brute Beaſts the Heat depends moſtly upon the Liver, 
| | : and therefore the Heat is ſent to the Breaſts, for 

| which Reaſon they are 2 below, and ſo they are 
the eaſier milked, and ſucked by their Young. But 
you will ſay, Why have not Men Breaſts as well as 
Women ? Becauſe Men are not fubje& to monthly 
Purgations, neither do they give Suck to Children, 
and therefore it is not neceſſary that they ſhould have 
Breaſts, It is true, they have very ſmall Breaſts, as 
Women haye very _ Stones, or Teſticles, But 


3 you 
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ll you will ask what ſort of Breaſts are the beſt, ſmall 
i or large? We anſwer, That Breaſts of a middle Size 
are the Beſt, for large Breaſts are not very uſeful, be- 
| cauſe the Heat is diffuſed up and down in them, and 
I they have nut much Heat, and conſequently there will 
| be no good Digeſtion in them: And ſmal] Breaſts are 
uot conyenient, becaule they contain but little Nou. 
riſhment. : | 
Note, That ghe Child in the Mother's Womb, is af- 
fected by the Nouriſhment it receives; therefore Wo- 
men with Child ſhould refrain from ſtrong Wine or 
ſtreyg Liquors, becauſe they cannot well digeſt ftrong 
Drink, which is not convenient for the young Child 
in the Womb, becauſe it is too weak and tender to di- 
geſt it. 


ERA. VE 
| Of Monſters in Nature. 


ſays, that as there are Faults, Errors, 

and Defetts in Nature, fo there are likewiſe 
in Art. A Declaration of this kind will be 
| very helpful to my preſent Purpoſe, and make 
| manifeſt my Intent as far as is neceſſary. We 
| muſt obſerve, That thoſe Individuals of any 
Species are called Monſters or Errors in Na- 
ture, who exceed the common or ordinary 
Courſe of that Species in any part of the 
Body; and this is demonſtrated in thoſe M = | 
who 


| A's, in his ſecond Book of Phy/icks. 
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| who have but one Foot, or one Hand. We 
muſt further obſerve, that that Miracle, 

| which Philoſophers call a Monſter in Na- 
| ture, happens more Ways than one, as from 
- the diminution or ſuperabundance of Matter. 
From the diminution of Matter it happens 
many Ways. There is firſt a diminution of 
Matter in itſelf, and then as the principal 
Members ought to be formed firſt, Nature 
being cunning and ingenious, makes it as com- 
pleat as ſhe well may, and forms the princi- 
pal Members; which done, ſhe ſtudies and 
endeavours to form the leſs Members, and 
makes what ſhe can out of the Matter that 
is left; and when there is a diminution in 
Matter, ſhe then makes a diminitive Part, 
and from hence a Defect ariſes; and ſo it 
happens that the Head of that particular In- 
dividual is ſometimes larger, and ſometimes 
less, than Nature required; for if a diminu- 
tion in Matter had not hindered that Part, 
S, |? prejacent in the Formation, the Head fo form- 
ed under the diminution of Matter, would 
have been proportionable to Nature, indivi- 
ſible in itſelf, and in all the other Members; 
F | and the ſame may be ſaid of all the other 
principal Members, ſince Order belongs to 
them, as Natural Philoſophers and Phyſicians 
allow. But the diminution of Matter attri- 
buted to any Part that is to be generated 

1 | Specially, is to beaccounted for another Way. 


OBs. 1, 
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| OBSERVATION 1. 


Here the Author makes a Compariſon between Art 
and Nature; for as a good Workman firſt forms and 
lays a ſtrong Foundation, and then ſtudies and contrives 

mbers, thoſe that are moſt n ; 
* Heart, Liver, Brain, Teſticles, Cc. and after- 
wards the leſs principal Parts, as the Hands, Feet, 
Arms, ©. And fo if there be a defect in Matter, 
then it is neceſſary that the more principal Parts ſhould 
be formed than the leſs principal. 

Note, That Nature is two-fold, the one intends to 
do a thing, and the other produces it ; intending 
Nature never errs, becauſe the always intends that 
which is beſt, but productive Nature ſometimes errs, 
either in reſpe& to the abundance or deficiency of 
Matter ; ſo that Monſters are made according to the 
defe& of Matter ; and this happens two Ways, either 
according to a ſeparated Quantity, as when a Child 
is generated with one Foot, or with four Fingers only 
on one Hand ; or elſe according to continued Quan- 
tity, as when one Perſon is 1 * with a Head too 
large, or too large a Hand. If it be occaſioned by a- 
bundance of Matter, this alſo happens two Ways; 
either according to a ſeparated tity, as when 
Children are generated that have two Heads, or fix 
Fingers on one Hand, Oc. Or according to the con- 
tinued Quantity, as when a Child is begotten that 
has a Head fo very large that it exceeds any of its“ 
own Species. | 
Monſters are alſo made by the Power and Influence 
of the celeſtial Bodies, for ſome ſpecial Conſtellation 
having Dominion, influences divers and various Shapes. | 
So have we ſeen Twins generated that were ramified 7 
and joined together at the Back, but their Heads, Feet 
Hands, and other Members were diſtin, 


— 


Here 
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Here we muſt obſerve, that according to 

the Opinion of Ariſtotle, every mix d Body 
owes its Sourſe to the four Elements; and 
therefore that which is of an ing enous or fiery 
Nature, falls into its own Kind, and that 
which is earthy into that of its own Nature, 
and ſo of the reſt. Perhaps ſome Body may 
conclude from what I have here ſaid, that I 
intend to aſſert, that the four Elements are 
formally in all mix'd Bodies; but this is quite 


contrary to my Intention, and oppoſite to 


Aviftotle's Opinion, who, in his firſt Book of 
Generation ſays, that they are only virtually 


in thoſe mixed Bodies: But it is poſſible 


that the Seed may receive a ſmall or dimi- 
nitive Proportion from them, by reaſon of 
lame ſpecial and particular impediment ; and 
if that happens to the part that is earthy, then 
the diminution is viſible in the Bones, which 
are radically formed from earthy Particles; 
and ſo of the reſt. It ſometimes happens 
that the diminution of a particular Body to 
be generated is ſuch, that there will be but 
one Leg; ſometimes the diminution is in the 
Arms, and ſometimes it ſhall be generated 
with one Finger; and f of the other Parts. 
But on the contrary, if there be a mixture 
of the whole, that is of all the four Elements, 
then it is poſſible that a monſtrouſneſs may 


appear in the like part of the Body to be 


generated, 
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generated, as it is, frequently apparent in 
thoſe who are born with eight Fingers 
to each Hand, or eight Toes to each Foot, 
or with two Heads, or any other Defor- 


mity. 


OBSERV. 11. 


Note, that the Author is of Opinion, That the 
Elements may remain in mix'd Bodies virtually; ſo 
that the form of a mix d Body is generated from cor- 
rupt Elements, in which the Qualities of the Ele- 
ments are referved : Thus we ſee it, for Example, in 
Metheglin, which is virtually Honey, but it is not 
formally ſo. The Elements alſo are diſtinct Bodies, 
not ſuffering themſelyes together in eyery Part of the 
mix d Body, therefore their Virtues remain. 


6 ne 

We muſt alſo take Notice, that the Mon- Qi} 
ſtrouſmeſs or Deformity does not happen from e 
the diminution of Matter alone, but it is oc- |: du 
caſioned ſometimes from the ill Effects or ac 
Diſpoſition of the Womb ; which if it be ſlip - 2 
pery, vicious, or ill effected, it will not re-“ 28 


tain and keep all the Seed in, but ſcatters it a 
1 abroad before it can be collected into a Maſs; | * 
ll then it works by Force, the Matrix cloſes, Þ * 
| and ſo a part only of the Seed is received, 
| which ought to form the Child; and this W- 
has particalar Ways of itſelf, which would 
be too tedious to be mentioned, and there- 
fore I omit them : And when this happens, 
then the diminution proceeds effectively from 
the Womb. Some of theſe , Defetts proceed 


from 
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fromi the Poſture of Coition with a Woman; 
for an irregular Poſture in Copulation con- 
tributes much to the Deformity of the Child; 
for when a Man is in the Act of Generation, 
if he at that time puts himſelf into an irre- 
gular Poſture, whatever he begets will be 
naturally monſtrous. It 1s reported, that a 
Man lying upon one Side, when he was in 
Coition with a Woman, the Mother brought 
forth a Child that was deformed and crook- 
ed on one Side, and lame of one Foot, and 
the Reaſon was attributed to his irregular 


and immoderate Poſture at the time of Co- 
ition. 


OBS ERV. III. 


Here the Author gives another Reaſon for the Ge- 
neration of Monſters; which is when the Womb is 
Aippery, like an Eel. Inordinate and too vehe- 
ment Coition is to be avoided, leſt the Seed be re- 
ceived in a wrong Way, for the Eœtus ought to be 


_ duly produced; and in this Caſe Coition is irregular 


according to Nature, becauſe the Seed cannot in that 
manner be received ſo duly as it ought. From hence 
it appears that there are many Errors againſt Rule, 


as well as againſt Nature, for Nature intends a Pro- 


duRion duly and regularly. 


But there are Errors in Nature which ſome- 
times happen diverſe Ways; by a ſuper- abun- 
dance of Matter, in oppoſition to a diminu- 
tion of Matter. For when there is an exube- 
rance or ſuper-abundance of Matter in eyery 
Part, then according to the exigency of Na- 


ture, 
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ture, or to the formation of thoſe Parts, it 
happens that Crookedneſs or Swellings ap- 

in ſome of the Members; and the Rea- 
ſon is this, That if Nature has more Seed 
than will form the Body or the Head, then 
ſhe does that which ſhe naturally can and 
muſt do; that is, the forms two Heads, or 
two Feet, one of which will be larger than 
the other ; and according to the common 
Courſe or Order in ſuch a Caſe, the Child 
formed from that ſuper-abundance of Seed, will 
be either Hump-back'd, or Hump-breaſted. 


OBSERV. IV. 


Here the Author ſhews how Monſters are gene- 
rated from the abundance of Matter. If a ſuper- 
abundance of Matter he injected, and the Womb clo- 
ſes and contains it, then all that Matter is changed in- 
to the Subſtance of the Fetus; and then if that part 
of the Fetus from whence the Head ought to be made, 
is too abundant, then two or three Heads are formed ; 


and ſo of the other ſeveral Parts or Members. 


But there is one thing more wonderful than 
all that has been already mentioned, viz. 
That Perſons are born that are both Male 
and Female, ſo that they can perform the 
Acts of Coition as a Man, or receive and ſuf- 
fer them as a Woman, that is, to be both 
Active and Paſſive as to the Act of Genera- 
tion. The original Cauſe of this proceeds 
from the ſuper- abundance of Matter, which 

| | was 
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which was ſufficient to form the two Mem- 
bers of Generation ; and Creatures of this 
Kind are called Hermophrodites. An Account 
is given in the Notes of the ſuperfluous Part 
of the Seed from whence thoſe two Members 


are generated. 


OBSERV. v. 


In every Hermophrodite, the Man's Inſtrument is pla- 
ced uppermoſt, and the Woman's underneath ; and 
both theſe Inſtruments are formed from a ſuperabun- 
dance of Matter. But it may be asked, How comes 
it that Nature did not produce two Members alike, 
that is, two belonging to a Man, or two belonging to 
a Woman? We anſwer, Becauſe Nature does that 
which is beſt 4 and it is better that there ſhould be one 
of one ſort, aud. another of another, for if they were 
both alike, then one would be ſuperfluous; for the 
one is ſufficient to do what the other could perform. 
If a Girl ſhould he born without the apparent Signs 
of a Woman's Privities, then the Skin which covers 
the private Parts ought to be remoyed. 

Nite, That if an Her mepbredite has a greater appear- 
ance of Manhood then he will incline to act, appear, 
and behave, as other Men do; but will incline to the 
contrary it the Woman prevails; and to act both the 
1 of a Man and alſo of a Woman, is contrary ta 

w. | 


Avicenne ſays, that if the Seed falls into 
the left Side of the Womb, then a Female 
Child will be begotten : If into the right 
Side, a Male Child; if in the middle, an 
Hermophrodite ;, that is, one who has or par- 

H ticipates 
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ticipates of both Natures. But it receives its 
Shape from the Man, according to Nature 
as being the more noble of the two, t 
they are two diſtintt Natures. - And as there 
are ſtrange and monſtrous Bodies, ſo alſo 
there are Bodies which are ſpiritually mon- 
ſtrous in their Effects. I have ſeen Twins, 
the one having ſpiritually ſuch a Power or 
Virtue in its right Side, that whenever it 
turned that Side to any Lock or Door, they 
would immediately fly open; and the other 
had the contrary Power or Virtue in its left 
Side, for upon turning that Side to thoſe or 
any other Locks or Doors, they would im- 
mediately ſhut and cloſe without any Human 
Help: I ſpeak of the Locks and Doors of 
Houles. The Cauſe of this did not proceed 
from Matter only, but from the ſpecial Con- 
ſtellation, and alſo from Matter ſpecially 
ordained to receive that Effect and Influence; 
becauſe. the Effects or Acts af, thole Agents 
or Planets that are Acte, or have:moft In- 
fluence, are in "Matters well prediſpoſed, 
or in the good diſpoſition of the Patient, as 
Ariſtotle aſſerts in his ſecond Book concern- 
ing the Soul. | 
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Niete, That there is more Heat in the-right Side than 
in the leſt, for the Heart lies on the left Side, and 
ſends its Heat to the right; therefore Boys are gene - 
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rated in the right Side by Reaſon of the Heat, and the 
right Side has more Strength and Vigour than the left. 
The Reaſon why Twins are generated with a Reinifi- 
cation, or joining at the Back, is, that the Head being 
received into two of the little Cells that are in the 
Womb, then it may happen that the Skin which di- 
vides thoſe Cells, be broken, and then they join toge- 
gerher, and they have diſtinct Heads, Hands, Cc. 
and diſtinct Souls, and ought to be baptized with two 
Names. | 

Nite, That the cœleſtial Powers act wonderfully and 
occultly upon Things here below : From whence it is 
poſſible, that in Twins the cœleſtial Powers may {oat- 


fect one Twin on the right Side, that it may have the 


Virtue of opening Locks without touching them, be- 
cauſe that Part of the right Side may put the Air into 


* ſuch a diſpoſition, which Air may ſo affect the Lock 


as to. cauſe it to open: For the celeſtial Powers 
finding that Matter is ſo diſpoſed, operates upon that 
Matter. 


Let no Man think that what J have af 
ſerted is fictitious, for the like has oſten hap- 
pened in ſome certain Stones, wherein the 


Shape or Form of a Man has been impreſſed 


by the Power of a particular Conſtellation, 
which is often ſeen in Stones that are broken 
and divided; and this is occaſiond (as I have 


N aid) by the Power and Influence of a par- 
| ticular Conſtellation. And therefore we ought 


not to account it ſtrange, that ſuch Power is 
ta be met with in Twins, ſince it alſo oſten 
happens in many other Things when they 
are to be found: And all particular Modes 
or Ways may be reduced to two principal 

12 2 ones, 
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ones, that is to the Di obedience and Inſuffici- 
ency of Matter, according to the Opinions of 


Avicenne and Ariſtotle, By Diſobedience is 
to be underſtood an unaptneſs or indiſpoſi- 


tion when Matter is not well-diſpoſed, and 


conſequently reſiſts the Agent: And by In- 


ſufficiency we are to underſtand a diminution 


of, or impediment in, Matter on the part of 
the Womb. 


Oi. Vii. © - 


It is poſſible that that thoſe Things above-mentian- 
ed may come to pals, but then it muit be by the me- 
diation of cœleſtial Power. It is certain there are 


manifold Virtues in Stones: It is ſaid that one was 


found in Cologn that had the Shape and Form af a 
King; and we find many human Shapes in Stones, 
which Stones have wonderful Virtues if taken medi- 
cinally. Let a Man engrave the Shape of a Fiſh up- 
on a Stone, when the Sun is going out of the celeſtial 
Sign that is called Piſces, and he may at a certain time 
gather all the Fiſh in the Water. 


Now, if any Man will argue thus and ſay, 
if Monſters could be made, then it would 
follow that Nature would be deprived of her 
End and Deſign, becauſe her Intention is 
always to att regularly. To this I anſwer, 


according to Avicenne, that it is not always 


poſſible ' on the part of particular Nature, 
that all Matter ſhould be removed from, or 
be wanting in the End; nor muſt we allow 
that the privations of our Actions have their 

Ends, 


—_ 
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Ends, and ſo. no Inſtances can be given of 
Sickneſs. or Death, becauſe theſe are not the 


Deſigns of particular Nature, but of that 
Star or Conſtellation which Rules, and over-, 


powers that Nature; and this, is, called, /zzel-, 
lizence according to the Maniieſtation of Phi- 
lolophers, who have treated lcarnedly, of Na- 
ture: And this is all I ſhall fay concerning 
this Matter. | 5 


OBSERV. VIII. 
Nite, That Nature intending to produce Things re- 


gularly, may be obſtructed by ſomething particular; 
and hence it appears that Nature does not intend to 


produce Monfters, which happen by Accident. 


Note alſo, That Particular Nature does not intend 
to deprive any thing of its End, becauſe ſhe ſees that 
it is better to Be, than not to Be. But God and cœ- 
leſtial Nature know beſt how to diſpoſe of all Things; 
and this is called un. crring Intelligences 


% 


% y * 
nennen 


* 


QI ORG?! 


CRF. VIE 
Of the Signs of Conception. 


TL. F Aving ſaid as much as is ſufficient in re- 

L lation to the Generation and For- 
mation of the Child in che Womb, and after 
what manner that is effected, and having 
—y— treated 
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treated of many other Things incident to 
Matter; yet that this Book may be rendered 
more compleat, we {ſhall take notice of, and 
mention the many Signs of Pregnancy or 
Conception in a Woman. The firſt is, that 
it a Woman immediately after Coition, feels 
a Pain, Cold, or chillineſs in her Thighs, 
it is a Sign that ſhe has conceived. Secondly, 
If in the Act of Coition a Woman emits 
little or no Sced, it is a Sign of Concep- 
dion. 


OBS ERV. 1. 


Here the Author treats of the Signs of Conception; 
and the Reaſon for the firſt Sign is, When a Woman 
conceives, her natural Heat runs from her to the for- 
mation of the Child, and coldneſs is left in every Part 
of her. So we ſee when a Man has eaten a Meal's 

Meat, he grows cold after it, becauſe the natural 
Heat paſſes to the Stomach to digeſt what he has 
eaten: And therefore no Man ought to apply himlel! 
to his Studies immediately after he has filled his Belly, 

but ought to ule ſome — Gage Exerciſe to warm him ; 
and when Digeſtion is by this means aſſiſted and com- 
forted, then let him fall to his Studies, at which time 
the vital Spirits run to the Brain, that they may be 
helpful to it. T he ſame is evident in Perſons afflicted 
with a Fever, who having groſs Humours in their Sto- + 
machs, the natural Heat goes thither, intending to di 
geſt thoſe groſs Humours, and then they are very cold; 
but as ſoon as the Heat recedes from the Stomach, 
then they are affected with great Heat. 

The Cauſe of the ſecond Sign is, becauſe the Matrix 
being cloſe ihut will not ſuffer the Seed to pals or go 


— 
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Note, Young Women who take great delight in the 
Act of Coition, can emit their Seed and conceive at 


the ſame time, but this will not hold in Women more 
advanced in Years, At the time. of Coition, if Con- 


. ception follows, Nature retains the Seed, and will not 


ſuffer it to go out, for rhe ſake of the Infant, 


A third Sign is, When a Man in the Ac 
of Generation with a Woman, perceives that 
his Yard is attracted and ſhrinks by the cloſe 
embrace of the Womb. 7 


__OBSERV. 11. 


The Reaſon is, becauſe when a Woman concei 

then her private Parts ſhrink and draw back like 
a Man's Inſtrument ; and ſoraſmuch as ſhe has an in- 
expreſſible Pleaſure in the Ac, the Matrix is com- 


N and embraces, as it were, and encloſes the 
an's Vard. 


Fourthly, If a Woman after Coition, does 
very vehemently covet to repeat the Sport : 
this holds good in very many, tho? there are 
ſome Women who have a greater Deſire and 
Propenſity to Acts of Venery, when they do 
not Conceive. 


OBS ERV. III. 


Note, That after a Woman is impregnated, her 
Menſtrua prompt her to Coition, and chiefly becauſe 
ſhe calls to Remembrance the intenſe Pleaſure and De- 
light, which ſhe formerly had when ſhe uſed Coition. 


A Fifth 
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"A Fifth Sign is, When a Woman has not 
a uſyal Flux in reſpect of Quantity, or her 
Purgations diminith. after Coition,, or if there 
be an Itching or 'Fitilation. in the Mouth: of 
the Womb. 


Ld . 


— OBSERV. Iv. 


The Reaſon of this Sign is, When a, Woman Con- 
ceives, then the Men/lrwa are turned into that which 
nouriſhes the Fe'us, viz. into Milk, and there is a 
titilation in the Mouth of the Womb, occaſioned by 
Heat, and then the Woman feels a Pain in her Thighs, 
becauſe the Spirits are ſhut up within the Matrix, 
which paſs to the Thighs and vegetate them. 


f A Sixth is, When the natural Colour of 
the Face is changed, or the Complexion is 


altered: As when ſhe has a ruddy Counte- 


nance, occaſion d by Heat after Conception. 
So allo if they have ſtrong and vehement 
Deſires after unuſual Meats, or other 'Things, 
as Coals, Apples, Mulberries, Cheeſe, &c. 


OBSERV. V. 


After Conception, many groſs and indigeſted Hu. 


mours aſcend to the Brain, and they ſtir up a Deſire 


of what is like themſelyes, If they be hot Humours, 


then the Woman longs for Coals ; if they be very 
cold ws me Sans, then ſhe has a Deſire for 
green Apples or Pears; for every like covets that 


e itſelf. 25 2 * 
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DOULTON 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of the Siens of a Male or Female 
and 


E ſhall now proceed and communicate 

to the World, what are the Signs or 
Indications of a Man or Woman Child; and 
what I ſhall here lay down may be depended 
on as certain. If a Woman has conceived a 
Boy, the colour of her Face will be Red, and 
her Motion light and eaſy. 


O BS ER V. 1. 


Here the Author gives us Z us, by which we 
may know whether the Child in the Womb be Male 
or Female. A red Colour is the Sign of much Heat, 
and when there is great Heat in the Womb, then 
there is Virtue ſufficient to form a Male Child, and 
then alſo the Motion of the Woman will be light and 
eaſy, becauſe Heat is the Parent of Motion. 


A ſecond Sign of a Boy is, if the Belly 
ſwells on the Right-ſide, and grows round 
and plump, 


OBs. II. | 
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OBSERYV: 11. 


A Male Child always lies on the Right-fide of the 
the Mother, becauſe it is the ſtrongeſt and warmeſt 


Part, and then the Belly grows round, becauſe it is 
extended and enlarged. | | 


Thirdly. If the Milk of a Woman's Breaſt 
be thick and well-digeſted, ſo that when it is 
dropt upon any thing, that has been well 
rubb'd, it keeps cloſe in its Body, and does 
not ſeparate or divide itſelf, then you may 
depend upon it, that ſuch a Woman has con- 
ceived a Boy. 


OBSER V. III. 


The Reaſon is, becauſe the Heat hardens, and in- 
ſpiſſates the Milk by compreſſing it; for Heat has 
many Virtues, it breaks and diſſolves Humidity, 
creates Dryne%, and e a thing harder and more 
ſubtil than it was before. 185 


Fourthly. If the Milk ſo digeſted, or if a 
drop of Blood drawn from her Right-lide 
be put into clear Water, or into her Urine 
and ſinks directly, that is perpendicularly to 
the bottom, this is the Sign of a Male Child. 
But if it floats or ſivims at the Lop, or upon 
ne Surface of the Water, this is a certain 
Sign of a Female. So, if the right Breaſt be 
groſſer or larger than the left, it is an Indi- 

| cation 
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cation, of a Male Child; but if the left 


Breaſt ſwells or grows L than the right, 
it is on Sign of a Female. 


OBSERV. IV. 


If it falls directly to the Bottom, it is a Sign that 
it is well hardened and thickened by he natural Heat. 
A perpendicular i is a Right-line among Quarriers and 
Maſons, with which they Meaſure and find out the 
Length of a Thing, and it has two Right-angles upon 
the Baſſis upon which it falls. 


= Fitthly. Take ſome Salt and lay it upon 
che upper Parts of a Woman's Breaſts, and 
if it does not melt, then the travels with A 


is Male Child. 
0 Ps E R V. v. 


= As che Breaſts are 8000 with Heat, that Heat — 
wakes the Salt keep cloſe and compact; for Salt is 
produced from grols thick Water, that has been much 
by. Þoiled, the heat of tha Fire extracting the more ſub- 
Wtile Parts, which dimppear by Exhalation, leavin 
the groſſer 3 and makes it to be cloſe an 
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14 Sixth Sign is, when a Woman, as ſhe 

begins to walk, moves the right Foot for- 

5 Ward, and not the leſt; and the contrary is, 
ben the has conceived a Female Child; 

ä _ a Woman ſeems, heavy and pale, her 

Belly Nes. yet round. on the W : 
er 
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her left Breaſt will be blackiſh, and fo will 
her Milk; it will likewiſe appear black and 
blue, indigeſted and watry : Drop any of it 
upon any thing, and inſtead of remaining in 
a compact Body, it will diffuſe itſelf, and run 
about; if you drop it into Water, or into 
her own Urine, it will ſwim and float on the 
Surface. If a Woman has a Pain in her Left- 
fide, this is the Sign of a Female Child; if 
in the Right-ſide, tis the Indication of a 
Male. 
I often made the following Experiment, 
and know that it will not fail. If you have 
a mind to know whether a Woman be with 
Child or not, give her ſome Metheglin to 
drink, and if ſhe feels any punctions or prick-, 
ings about her Navel, you may conclude 
that ſhe is Pregnant; 11 ſhe does not feel 
any, chen you may depend upon it that ſhe 
has not conceived. Metheglin is a Liquor made 
of Honey and Water, after this manner; 
take two Parts Water and one Honey, and 
mix them well together, and let the Wo- 
man drink of it as ſhe goes into Bed, or 
immediately after ſhe is in Bed. Now, there 
are ſome cunning, artful, and knowing Wo- 
men, who may diſappoint your Expettations ; 
and therefore when you are inclined to make + 
the Experiment, forbear talking of or men- 
tioning any thing of her being with Child, 
and by that means you will avoid nn. 
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If a Woman complains of the Head-ach, or 
ſays ſhe has a Pain in any other Part, to 
which Women with Child are very liable, 
then you ought to tell her, that ſuch a thing 
will give her Eaſe, and then give her the 
Metheglin. In the Morning ask her if the 

y did not feel ſome little Punttions or Pains in 
ſome part of her Body, and it ſhe fays that 
ſhe felt a pricking or uneaſineſs about her 

A Navel, then be aſſured that the has concei- 

ved; but if ſhe has not felt any, then you 

may depend on the contrary. But there are 
ſome Women who are fo fly and cunning, 
that they underſtand this Trick, and will 

- anſwer directly contrary to what you ex- 


pect. 


Oo roi nn not ce edn 
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Note, That the Reaſon why this Experiment holds 
true is, becauſe the Honey obſtructs the Nerves, and 


T > the Veins, from which Obſtruction ariſes a Pain a- 
nd bout the Navel: And the ſweeetneſs of the Honey is 
. not wholſome, becauſe whatever Subſtance is fat and 
* ſweet, will prove prejudicial. 
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CHAP. IX. 


To know when a Woman has Ioſt her 
Maidenhead, © 


E ſhall now treat of, and ſhew the 

Signs whereby a Man may know 
whether a Woman has been debauched. 
Here we muſt obſerve, that at the firſt time 
of Coition ſome Women are very much bro- 
ken, fo that their private Parts are over- 
ſtretch'd and enlarged, by Reaſon of the 
Man's Inſtrument being too thick and no ways 


fit for, or adapted to the Woman's, and by t 
- that means her private Parts are extended ; « 
10 that a Man may find an caſy Entrance 

without Pain or Trouble; and then he may E 


depend upon it that ſome other Perſon has 
ploughed up the Ground before him. And 
becauſe young Women's natural Parts are 
overſtretched at firſt, hence ariſe the Pain 
they feel in thoſe Parts. Another . Reaſon 
for ſuch Pain is, that there is a thin Skin ſi- 
- tuated about the middle of her private Parts, 

- which Skin is broken by the Man's Inſtrument I - 
in the Act of Coition. And hence it comes 
4. 20 


a 
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, to paſs that the oſtener ſhe is occupied, the 


lefs Pain ſhe feels, and in a little time is ſen- 
ſible of the Pleaſure which Coition affords. 


OBSERVAT. 1. 


Here the Author treats of the Signs of loſt Virgi. 
nity, which are very demonſtrable. But another Sign 
may be given, namely, that the private Parts of a 
Virgin are cloſe, but thoſe of a Woman are always 
open. | 

Ne, That if you have a mind to try whether a 
young Woman has loſt her Maidenhead, take that Part 
of Dilly-flowers that is Yellow, reduce it to Powder, 
and. give it her among her Meat; if ſhe has heen de- 
bauched, then ſhe will make Urine immediately: Or, 

let her make Water upon Mallow-leaves; it the Urine 
runs off, and the Leaves remain dry, this is another 
. Sign that ſhe is not a Virgin: Or, hold ſome Lettice 


to her Nole, and if the has been debauched, ſhe will 
not reſrain from Piſſing. | 


. 


e d zds SEE? SOBER © 
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The Signs of Virginity. 


4 7 | 4 { 
A Chaſt Woman is ſhame-faced and apt 
— to bluſh ; cautious and fearful to give 


the leaft occaſion for Cenſure; modeſt and 
decent ih her Speech and Deportment : 
When ſhe approaches near a Man, or enter- 
515 I 2 tains 
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tains him in the way of Generation, her 
Geſture and Behaviour are accompanied 
with Baſhſulneſs and Simplicity. ut as 
there are ſome Women ſo sxkilful, and, 
as it were, trained up in the Art of de- 
ceiving a Man, ſuch exquiſite Hypocrites, 
that an experienced Judge can ſcarce diſtin- 
guiſh their counterfeit and mock Modeſty, 
from what is real and unaffetted ; ſince there 
are ſuch artful Practitioners as theſe, it will 
be neceſſary to give ſome other Mark or 
Token, whereby a modeſt Woman may be 


known, than merely by an outward Appear- 


ance. To obviate therefore their Wiles and 
and Stratagems, with which they impoſe up- 
on Men, let ſome of their Urine be pro- 
cured ; if it be clear and tranſparent, ſome- 
times White, or ſometimes Grey, you may 
depend upon their being Virgins : If their 
Urine is of a golden Tin&ture, clear and 
ponderons, theſe are certain Signs that they 
have a deſire and propenſity to Coition ; this 
always holds good in chaſte Women. But 
in Women, who have been debauched, their 
Urine will appear foul and thick, occaſioned 
by the Fratture of the little Skin in their 
rivate Parts, mentioned in the preceeding 
hapter, and the Seed of the Man may be 


ſeen at the Bottom, or in the ſediment of 
their Urine. In Women, who have their 
natural Purgations, their Urine will be bloody, 


their 
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their Eyes will be watry, there will be a 
viſible Alteration in their Countenance, and 
their Food will ſeem nauceous to them. At 


ſuch a time as this, a Man ought to avoid 
the Embraces of a Woman, for Coition at 


that juncture is very prejudicial : And there- 


fore a prudent Woman, while tlie is in her 
Courſes, will withdraw herſelf, and refrain from 


OBSERYV. I. | 


Note, That a Virgin's Urine is clear, becauſe ſhe a» 
bounds with Heat, and therefore has a good Digeſtion 
and as the Urine paſſes thro? the Places of Digeſtion, it 
receives its Colour from thence, that is in the Reins. 
But this Urine ought to be taken immediately after 
the firſt Sleep, and Care uught to be had, that it be 
ear by any Accident, as Sickneſs, or groſs 

Nite, That there are three Regions in Urine, wiz; 
The Brain and the Head, the Reins and the Heart, 
the Teſticles, Matrix, and the Loins. ; 

Nite, That when a Woman has her Purgation s, then 
the Humours aſcend to the Eyes, becauſe the Eye is 
the moſt porous part of the Body, and .is very liable 
to be affected, and then a Woman looks Pale and nàu- 
ſeates her Food, having an infe&ed Brain, and vitiated 
Smell. At ſuch a time it is prejudicial to uſe the A8 
of Caition, becauſe Children who are then begotten, 
will be ſubje& to the Falling-ſickneſs, and a Leproſy, 
becauſe the Subſtance of which they are compoſed is 
at that time very venomous. - l 3 


Here it is worth our Obſervation to take 


Notice, that much Miſchief oſten accrues 


from old Women at the time of their men- 
Fr I 3 | ſtrual 
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ſtrual Diſcharges, and alſo from thoſe, whoſe 


| 
= 
| 


Menſtrua are ſtopt. For if they look earneſt- 
Iy and intently upon a Child in the Cradle, 
that Child's Eyes will ſoon be infected. Now 
the Reaſon for this in Women who have 


their Purgations, is, becauſe the Flux or 


Maſs of Humours, which is in agitation all 


over their Bodies, firſt infect their Eyes, which 


immediately corrupts the circumambient Air; 
and the Air being infected, operates with 
baneful Influence upon the Child. As to the 
bad Eſſects which proceed from ſuch old 
Women, whoſe Purgations have ceaſed, the 
Cauſe ariſes from hence ; namely, that a re- 


- tenſion of the Menſtrua occaſions abundance 
of ill Humours, becauſe ſuch Women want a 


natural Heat to digeſt and bring that Mat- 
ter to Perfection; and this happens chiefly 
in poor and needy Women, who are obliged 
to take up with coarſe, ordinary and groſs 
Food for Nouriſhment, which contributes to 
the increaſe of ſuch infected Matter. And 
ſach Women are more infetted than others, 
becauſe their Menſtruum, which ought to be 
diicharged in the way that Nature has or- 
dained- and directed, withdraws itſelf from 


thoſe Parts, and is partly evacuated another 


Way. 
Fn OBSERV. 1. - © 


Wie, That evil Humours find a Paſs thro' the 
F yes, rathas than thro? any other other Part; mm 
| t 
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the Eye is watry, which we find by Experience; for 
if _ ſqueeꝛe compreſs the Eye, Tears will guſh 
forth; and therefore Women ſhed more Tears than 
Men, becauſe they abound with more Humidity,which 
muſt have'a Vent. And when the Eye is infected, 
then it infects the Air which touches it, and that 
Air communicates the Infection, till it reaches the 
Object, and then a reverberation of. the evil Humours 
is. cauſed, and there it firſt operates, becauſe every 
Act is occaſioned” by ſome Reſiſtance, becauſe the In- 
ſection is circular; tor if it were otherwiſe, then the 
Woman only would be infected, according to the dif- 
ference of one Place, and not of every other. Chil- 
dren are of a weak and tender Nature, and therefore 
the eaſier to be infected. b 2M 

If it be asked why Women, if they are infeftious, 
do not infe& themſelves; we anſwer, That Infection 
does not work upon itſelf, but upon ſomewhat elſe, 
that is its Object. 75 


eee 
„ 
Of the Defetts of the Momb. 


S we have ſaid ſomething concerning a 

A Woman's Purgations, we ſhall proceed 
and treat of the Place or Scituation of 
thoſe Purgations, becauſe the Womb is ſub- 
1 je& to many Accidents. The Matrix or 
Womb, often ſuffers a Suffocation. By a 
Sutfocation is to be underſtood, according to 
Phy ſicians, a compreſſion of the vital Spirits, 
which proceeds from a DefeCt in the Womb: 


Hence follows a difficulty of A 
, | * 
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Women. If this happens when the Womb be 
Is removed from her proper Scituation, and ap 
then, by Reaſon of the cold and frigidity, ; 
which proceeds from the Heart, ſuch a Wo- 
man 18 troubled with a Syncope, that is, a 

faintneſs or weakneſs of the Heart, and 
at. other times with a Vertigo, or Dizzineſs 
in' the Head. Galen, that great and won- 

- derfal Man in the Art of Phyſick, makes 

mention of a Woman, who was troubled with 

a Suffocation, of the Womb, which affected 
N her to that Degree, that ſhe was bereſt of 
dier Speech, and fell down as tho' ſhe were 
{ dead, not having the leaſt Sign or Appear- 
ance of Life. Several Phyſicians were called 
nin, who looking upon her, and not knowing 
| the Cauſe of her ſudden illneſs, gave her over, 
| and faid ſhe was dead. Galen came, and 
| conſidering her Caſe, did, by application of 
| proper Remedies, bring her to her ſelf. The 
| 


Cauſe of theſe ſudden Fits ariſes from a ſu- 
perabundance oſ corrupt and nauſeous men- 
firual Blood: So that it is very proper that 
ſuch Women, whether they be old or young, 
ſhould often uſe Coition, and by that Means 
expel ſuch venomous Matter; and eſpecially 
young Women, becauſe they abound with 
Humsdity. And this is the Reaſon why 
young Women, when they firſt take to Co- 
ition, grow fat before they conceive, and 
take little Care of, or Delight in Children, E 
-0 it © £2. 
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becauſe” ſuch Care, (as Ariſtotle obſerves) is 
apt to make People look ole. #1 
When theſe young Women abound with. 
ſuch Matter, they have a vehement Deſire 
for Coition, which proceeds from the great 
Quantity of that Matter; and therefore, tho 
it may be reckoned a breach of Morality, 
(which is nothing at all to our preſent Pure 
poſe) to hinder them from Coition with the 
Man they Love, yet ſuch an Hindrance is 
a Crime in reſpe& to Nature. I have heard 
a Perſon in Converſation ask the Reaſon, 
Why or how it came to paſs, that when he 
has lain with his Miſtriſs, immediately after 
Coition, he has perceived his Belly to be 
bloody up to the Navel ? He was very much 
a Hogg at this, and it gave him great un- 
eaſmeis, being apprehenſive of the bad Con- 
ſequence that might follow, being ignorant 
of the real Cauſe, and yet he had not Power 
to withdraw from his Miſtriſs, whoſe Charms 
had ſuch an aſcendent over him. Now this 
flux of Blood did not proceed from the Wo- 
man's Menſtrua, for it was only a ſuperabun- 
dance of her Sperm: And therefore ſuch a 
Quantity, when evacuated, is ſometimes pre- 
judicial to a Woman, according as ſhe abounds 
mote or leſs with it. ; 


__. _,.OBSERVATION I. a 
Here the Author proceeds to treat of what hinders 
Conception. Nie, That the Suffocation of the Ma- 
, trix 
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trix or Womb ariſes from hence; mmely, That the 
Matrix being lifted up nearer the Heart thar. it would 
bein its natural Poſition, then a great coldneſs affects 
Heart, fo that it ſuffers a Syncope, that is, a Weak- 
neſs, or Faintneſs: And this Diſtemper happens oft- 
ner to Widows, who do not uſe Coition, becauſe for 
want of that, their Menſtrua are corrupted in the 
Womb, and groſs Humours are generated there, which 
eccaſion a faintneſs at the Heart; and therefore fre- 
quent Coition is the only Remedy they can uſe. 


dr ro wr dr br hy br et eh 


O what binders Conception. 


E ſhall now ſay ſomething concerning 
thoſe Things which obſtruct Concep- 


tion, which are many; for ſuch Obſtructions 


or Impediments happen ſometimes from too 
much Humidity or Moiſture in the Womb, 
or from too much Cold or Frigidity ; ſome- 
times from Dryneſs, and ſometimes when the 
Body is over Fat ; becauſe the Fat, when it 
invirons the Orifice of the Womb and con- 
tracts it, will not ſuſſer the Seed to enter, 


J that it is caſt out with the Urine, And 
therefore if you look into ſuch a Woman's 


Urine after Coition you will cafily percieve 
whether ſhe has retained the Seed, or 
no ; if not, then the Urine will be foul 
and muddy, occaſioned by the mixture of 
the Man's Seed. If it afterwards prove Clear, 
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and it appears that the Urine has not waſhed 
all the Seed away with it, then the reſt will be 
exhaled by her natural Heat. There are 
ſome Women alſo whoſe Wombs are ſo thin 
and ſlippery, that the Seed cannot be retain- 
ed within. There are many Cauſes to be 
aſſigned for the Impediments of Conception, 
but they do not ſo immediately relate to 
our preſent Purpoſe, and therefore I ſhall 
not mention them. 


JEALE(AM . o 


OBSERVAT. I. 


Nite, That if the Seed of the Woman and the 
Man be not of equal Proportion in Quality, that is 
in reſpe& to their Heat and Humidity, then Concep- 
tion is principally hindered, becauſe the Agent and 
the Patient ought to have a juſt Proportion of each; 
that is, they ought to be certainly and determinately 
joined in Harmony and Agreement with one another. 
From whence it comes to paſs, that every thing can - 
not have an active Power upon every thing, neither 

can every thing be made out of every thing; that is, 
after the manner of Generation. 


4 


Here we muſt take Notice, that it ſome- 


times happens, that the Impediments of Con- 
ception are owing to the Man; as when the 
Seed which he injects is indigeſted and thin 
like Water, ſo that it immediately runs out 
beſore the W 
or Drineſs in the Teſticles is another Impe- 


omb can be cloſed. Coldneſs 


diment; and the Seed that is produced ſrom 
thence according to the Rules of Phyſick, is 


4 


- — 


ferien of- 


deſtitute of the Power of Generation. Here 
'a Queſtion may ariſe, how we we ſhall know 
-when the Fault is on the Man's or the Wo- 
man's Side? To this I anſwer, Take two 
-earthen Pans, and put ſome of the Man's 
' Urine into the one, and ſome of the Wo- 
man's into the other; throw ſome Wheat- 
| bran into each of them, and ſtop them very 
cloſe; for the ſpace of nine Days, or more, 
and place a Porridge-pot over them, if the 
Man be impotent, you will perceive many 
Worms in the earthen Pan, or ſtinking Frogs 
or Toads; but if the Impediment be on the 
Woman's Side, then you will find her Men- 


ſtrua at the bottom of the Pan. From this 
Experiment you will quickly know, whether 


the Fault be in the Man or the Woman. 


OBSERV. II. 
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Wire, That if you would make a thorough Exami- 


nation, take ſome of the Man's Sperm, and put it into 
Water, if it fall directly to the Bottom, then it is a 
certain Sign that what hinders Conception is, not on 


the Man's Side, becauſe his Seed is thick and well- 


d, and therefore falls to the Bottom. 


Mete, That fuch Women as uſe Coition more for the 
nſake of the Pleaſure which they have therein, than for 
Conception; then ſuch Children begotten at that time 
- will be very weak : They ought therefore to abſtain 


for a while, -becauſe their Seed will then be well di- 


-- geſted. and they will have ſtrong Children. 
Mete, That it the Man's Seed, be too thin, it will 

© ſoon be converted into Worms, and has not Power to 
*-reſiſt the Influence of the cœleſtial Planer, 

wili 91) ; Nate. 
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Nie, That if a Woman drinks Sage-Tea which has 
been made three Days, ine will not conceive for the 
ſpace of one whole Year; and if ſhe cats a Bee, it will 
prevent Conception for ever. 

From what has been ſaid we may draw this Con- 
eluſion, that Women as well as Men, covet to repeat 
Coition more for the Pleaſure they have in the Action, 
than for the ſake of propagating their own Species z 
for the private Parts of a Woman have a very ſtrong 


__ vehement Affection for tlie private Parts of a 
an, 


Now to help Barren Women, and that 
they may conceive Male Children. Take 
the Womb and Entrails of a Hare, dry them 
very well and reduce them to Powder, put 
them into Wine, and let the Womin drink 
u good Draught thereof. In the ſame man- 
ner you may uſe the Stones of a Hare. This 
muſt be given immediately after ſhe has had 
her Purgations, and then let her nſe Coition, 
and ſhe will conceive a Male Child. So like- 
wiſe if you take a Girdle made of Goat's- 
Hair, and ſoak it well in Aſſes Milk, and 
bind it about the Woman's Belly over her 
Navel when ſhe uſes Coition, and ſhe will 
conceive. Take allo the Liver and Stones 
of a young Pig, dry them and powder them, 
,and give them to the Man and the Woman 
in a Glaſs of Wine, this will help Barren- 
ne in a Woman, and remove the Cauſe 


of Impotency in a Man, and the Woman will 
Conceive, 215 
K OBSERY, 
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OBS ER V. III. 


Nie, That the Womb and the Entrails of a Hare, 8 
if they be dried and poudered, and taken inwardly, 1 
create much Heat, and fv likewiſe does the Liver ot a C 
Pig, and Jo they produce a Heat ſufkcient for Con- p 
ception. O! 


Mee, That thele Medicines onght to be given when . 1 

the Purgations of a Woman are ceating tor that Month; ! 

for then the Womb becomes dry, and is fumewhat the 
warmer upon the ceflation of the Menſtrud. 

There are allo other Experiments: Let a Woman 


| take the Herb Camphire reduced to Powder, mingie 
j it with forme Wine, and let her drink it, and The will al 
conceive: But to drink Man's Urine hinders Con- 
ception. nc 
F Again, let a Woman take the Womb of a Hare, ty 
1 and reduce it to Icuder, then mix it with liquid a 
| | Honey; then take the Heart of a Bull, and boil * 
| them together, and let her take thereof tor the ſpacj (C 
: of a Week, enercaſing the Quantity every Day, and A 
| ſhe will Conceive, A Woman ought to eat good- and hx 
warm Food, and let her take a Glaſs of Wine freely, 
W and let her be well rubh'd all over; and in the 'AR of to 
T C.ition let her not raiſe her thigbs too high, leſt the ta, 
loſes the Seed ihe receives, and let her endeavour to C: 
| | retain all the can, and immediately compole herſel, "of 
5 and go to Sleep, and the will atluredly conceive. th 
1 | . 
| an 


1 The following Caution is very neceſſary, 
and ought to be ſtrickly and punctually ob- 
ſerved; Forbear to mention any Food or 
Dainties in the Preſence of a Woman that is 
with Child, eſpecially if ſuch Food or Eain- 1 = 
ties cannot. caſily be procured ; for it'a Wo- the 
man ſhould % for ſuch Things, and cannot Fl 
obtain them, or ſhiould not get enough to - TY 
tizty 
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tisty her longing, in all probability that Wo- 
man will Milcarry : For by ſuch /onging, the 
Child will loſe what Strength it has acquir'd, 
pine away, and quickly die. A Phyſician 
ought to be conſulted when a Woman has a 
ſtrong and vchement Delire to cat Coals, 
Cinders, Sc. I myſelf ſaw a Woman, who, 
when ſhe was with Child, longed for green 
Apples, and as it was impoſſible to get any 
at that time of the Year, the Scalan being 
paſt, ſhe fell fick, kept her Bed, and could 
not eat or drink any thing for the pace of 
twenty-four Hours. Ihere were fevcral 
young, Women ſtanding by, who never had 
(Children, and ſaid, that to give her green 
38 would certainly kill her, bocaule | they 
had feen the bad Effects of them when given 
to Perſons in a Fever; but they were mit- 
taken herein, for they did not know the 
Cauſe of her illneſs. The Woman for want 
of Apples, grew weak to ſuch a Degree, 
that the was delivered of a dead Child, 
and was three Pays and three Nights n 
Labour. Before the was Gdelivere:! her 
Noſe ble4 for two Days and one Nil 
which Blood was no other than her Ven- 


ſtrua, which was a certain Indication that 


the Child was dead in her Womb. 

Hh pocrates faith, that if a Woman has a 
Flux of her Men/trua when ſhe is Pregnant, 
the Child cannot be found and healthful. 
IN. 2 | Ihere- 
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4 Therefore, that all theſe Dangers and Incon- . by! 
; veniencies may be obviated and avoided, a but 
Woman ought to be under a due Regimen | x 5 
4 and Government ; while ſhe is Breeding, her | * y 

Motion thould be flow and eaſy, her Food, | | . 


tvic and nice, and every thing ought to be 
given her that the covets or delires. 
Before we leave this Subject, it will be 
ablolutely neceſſnry, that we give one cer- 
tain and inſallible Sign, whereby we may 
know when a Woman is pregnant with a Male 
Child, which is this: Take a Quantity of 
the cleareſt Spring-water that can be got, 
and one Lrop of Blood drawn from the 
Night- ſide of the Woman; or one Drop of] 
Milk from her +ight Breaſt, drop it into the 
Water. If it falls immediately to the Bot- 
tom, then the Woman travels with a Male 
Child; but if it ſwims at the Top, or upon 
the Surface of the Water, this is a Sign of a 
Female. So likewiſe if the right Breaſt be 
larger than the left, 'tis a Sign of a Boy; 
if the left be larger than the right, then it 
indicates a Girl. 


. Iv; 


Nite, When a Woman has conceived, ſhe grows 
weak, and her Complexion changes, occaſioned by the 
Infant in the Womb; at ſuch a time nothing ought to 
he denied to her which ſhe longs for; for it it be, the 
will be fick, and probably miſcarry. 

Nite, That if a Woman has her Purgations after 

Conception, it is a Sign of Abortion, becauſe they are 
res by 
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but if ſhe has her Purpations moderately, or in a {mall 
en Quantity, this diſcharges the overplus of Nature, leſt 
; the Infant be tmothered in the Womb. . 
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1 CH AP. XIII. N 
r- Of the- Nature and Digeſtion of 0 
1 Man' Seed. a 
1C | 4 
of Aving treated of the Meuſtrua in Wo- \ 
t. men, I ſhall now proceed to the Sperm 
* or Seed in Men, that I may render this 
of ) Treatiſe as compleat as poſſible. The Seed - | 
* (as I have already obſerved) is nothing elle 1 
4 t han that ſuperfluous part o our Food, which 
le does not conſtitute, or contribute to the Sub- 
* ſtance of any Part of Man's Body. To illu- 
N ſtrate this Latter , we muſt take Notice, 
_ that the Phyſicians affirm, that whatever ve 
5 eat is four times digeſted, before it can ar- 
1* rive to Perfection. Firſt, We chew and 
ſwallow our Food, and the firſt Digeſtion is 
made in the Stomach ; there the pure earthy 
vs rer terreſtrial Particles are ſeparated from che 
he | impure; the impure goes into the Guts, and 
5 is voided at the Fundament; but the pure 


Parts are directed to the Liver, and there 
-» the ſecond Digeſtion is performed. There 
re again the pure Parts that are aquatick or 
) [KR watery, are ſeparated from the aquat ick Parts 

ho 3 that 
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1 that are impure; the impure deſcend into the 
Bladder, and make the Urine, but the pu- 


rer Parts go to the Heart, and make the | 7 
| third Digeſtion; here again the pure ſepa- ti. 
| rated from the impure : The impure goes to m 

the ſeminary Veſſels; and from that Subſtance MF . 

the Seed in Man and Woman is formed; ⁵ ie 


but the purer Particles are Blood, which 
proceed from the Heart, and enter into the 
great Capillary Veins, thro' which Veins it 
proceeds forward to all the Parts of the Body. 

In theſe Parts the laſt Digeſtion is perform- 

ed; and here again the pure Particles are 
ſeparated from the impure : Ihe impure are 

caſt out or voided by Sweat, by the Nails, 
Hair, and ſuch like: The pure are conver- 

ted into the Nourithment of thote Parts which 
want it, and ſupply the Defects of Nature 
that way. So that thoſe Pores of the Body 
winch are emitted by the natural Heat, are 

> Teplewthel by theſe Means; and if there be 
| more than will ſatisfy or anſwer to the Quan- 
tity evacuated, then what remains, occalions 
what: we call Crowth or Increaſe. But to 
this iour things are required; Bread and o- 
ther Food is the firſt thing that is neceſſary. 
Secondly, The Pores which receive what is 
digeſted the fourch time. Thirdly, The Nature 
that diſtributes what has been thus digeſted. 
And Fourthly, A natural Heat, which con- 
verts che Food or Nouriſhment, ſo digeſted, 
into the Part to be nouriſhed. or encreaſed. 
| OBSER, 
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oo OBSERVAT. I. 

1 Here the Author ſhews how the Seed is generated. 
IC tz, That a Man has the beſt and moſt ſubtil Digeſ- 
a- tion, becauſe he is endued with the moſt Heat, and by 
0 much Exercile, cunſumes the Moiſture that is in him: 
= zut as Heat cauſcs the radical Moiſture to be exhaled, 

| he cught to take good Nouriſhment by way of Recruit, 
l; leſt he conſumes all the radical Moiſture, and then 
:h Death wil enſue in ſpite of any Medicines that can be 
ho given; and yet a Man may poſſibly live for the ſpace 
it of one Year, by the help of proper Medicines, with- 
out any further Suſtenance. 

ly 1 

n- Here a Doubt may ariſe, whether Heat 
re acts upon Moiſture by conſuming it, as natu- 
re ral Heat does? To anſwer this Objedction, 
Is, V We muit oblerve, that according to Ariftotle, 
er- there is a tripple Operation of Heat in re- 
ch ipect of the attive Qualities. The firſt Ope- 

1 8 P 

re ration of Heat is, that it diſſolves, exhales, or 
dy has the Power or Virtue to gather all homo- 
are gene Parts, that is, ſuch as are of the ſame 
be likeneſs; and to ſeparate all thoſe Particles 
m- that are heterogene, or unlike one another. 
ons The ſecond appears from hence; Take a 
to Mts that is compoled of Gold and Silver, 
o- ut it into a Fire, and the Heat ſhall cauſe 
ry. the Gold to ſeparate from the Silver. Art- 
is olle in his ſecond Book of Generation, ſays, 
ure that determinated Heat operates or a&s 
ted. as it were I ke. an Inſtrument, as an Ax, 
don- or an Adds divides Wood: But Heat in 
ted, any thing that has a natural Heat, has 
l. in itſelf a formative Virtue of Nature, and 
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of every Thing in Nature; which Heat is 
ſaid to be natural, and ſo has the Virtue 
and Power of the Heavens, the Stars, the 
Efficacy of the Seed, of Complexion, or Co- 
lour ; and has virtually the Shape of that Part 
of Nature which it forms. Thus we ſee there 
is a Power or Virtue in the Seed which pro- 


which begets his own Species. And the ſame 
happens in Naturals, inaſmuch as the natural 
Heat can direct the Moiſture, or that the 
Subject on which it acts, is proportioned to it, 
according to the exigence of every particular 
Species, From hence it appears, that Moi- 
ſture is conſumed by Heat, but not as it is 
fmply Heat, but as natural Heat, which is 
taken in Digeſtion; for that Moitture is ta- 
ken in Ligeſtion, in order for that Uigeſtion 
to end or terminate in the Species of that 
Moiſture, as into the Species or Form of a 
Plant, a Beaſt, or a Man : But this could ne- 
ver be done by what is called j#mple Heat, 
for that would reſolve all the Moifture, and 
cauſe it to end in Drynets. 

Having conl:dered thoſe Things, I ſhall re- 
turn to my Subject, and ſay, that the Seed of 
Man is nothing elſe than the tuperflnons Part 
of our Food, which does not conſtitute or 
contribute to the Subſtance | of any Part 
(of; Man's Body. From what has been 
* faid, it munifeſtly appears what may be the 


40 


duces a Plant, as there is in the Seed of Man, 


/ Definition of Seed, according to thoſe Things 
which 
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is which a little before was unknown. When 
e therefore ſo much is digeſted, eſpecially of the 
e third Digeſtion (becauſe all is not then loft 
J- or deſtroyed, but is ſent to reſtore decayed 
t Parts, or ſubtile Blood, and ſent to the ſe- 
e minary Veſſels; where, by the Power of the 
J= Stones or Teſticles, it is fermented, and from 
* a red Colour is changed into white; there- 
ie -|& fore the Seed is made white by the ultimate 
al If Concottion which it receives from the Teſti- 
ze cles. But if a Man emits his Seed too fre- 
it, quently, it dries up his Body, becauſe in it 
ar conſiſts the Virtue of warming and moiſten- 
i- ing; for when the Heat and Moiſture is ex- 
is tracted from a Man's Body, he dies preſent- 
is . And this is the Reaſon why thoſe, who 
ra- addict themſelves too much to Venery, are 
on [{Mihort-hv'd ; becauſe their Bodies having loſt 
lat their natural Hnmidity or Moiſture, Drineſs 
fa haſtens Death: For if you take away the ne- 
ne- eeſſary Cauſe, the Effect will ceaſe. This is 
at, conſonant to what Ariſtotle ſays in his firſt 
nd Book of the length and ſhortneſs of Life; be- 
Fauſe the Seed being too frequently emitted, 

re- Aries up the Body. He adds, that this is the 
of eaſon why a Mule lives longer than an Aſs 
art Mer © Horſe; and by reaſon of ſuch Intempe- 
or ence, and not curbing thoſe violent Paſſions, 
bart Nen do not live fo long as Women. It is 
deen FPenerally true, however, that Men are longer 
the fd than Women, but then they are ſuch 


ings 
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Men who ule Coition moderately. So that it 
appears from the Opinions af Philoſophers, 
that Lite: conſiſts radically in Heat and Moi- 
ſture, tho' in others it conſiſts inſtrumentally 
and miniſterially: And thus it appears that 
Caition debilitates and dries up the Body. It's 
alſo evident, that if you take away the Cauſe, 
which preſerves the Effect, the Effect alſo muſt 
ceaſe. Therefore in one Word, as Coition, 
when immoderately uſed, ſhortens a Man's 
Life, and haftens Death, every Man ought to 
be: cautions in uſing it. | | 
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CH &A P. XIV. 


Of the Subſtance of Man”s Seed, taken 
From the Writings of that venerable 
old Man, Avicenna. 


Everal Things are to be taken Notice of 


in reſpect of the Matter or Subſtance of a 
Man's Seed. Sometimes the Seed is thick and 
well decotted by the Teſticles; fo that it is 
compacted, and one Part is united to, or in, a- 
nother, like coagulated Milk, and is of the ſame 
milky Colour, and has the Nature of confirm- 
irg Inflexibility, not in its own Parts, but in 
the Genital Veſſels of the Teſticles; other- 
wiſe it could not be ejected from thence mo 

5 % the 
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the private Parts of a Woman. Such Seed as 
this, ſo compact, and fo well concocted, pro- 
duces a ſtrong and healthy Child, . 
Sometimes the Seed is thin and fluxible in 
in its Parts like Water, and ſuch Seed is not 
well concocted; and if it be received into the 
Womb of a Woman, by Reaſon of its being 
like thin Milk in Subltance, the Child pro- 
duced from thence will be puny, tender, and 
ſickly. FIR OY * 
It ſometimes happens that there is a weak- 
neſs of Nature jn a Child, which principally 
affects the Head; and that is, when a Wo- 
man who js with Child, gives Suck to another 
Child; for by this Means the Child that 


is unborn, is deprived of the natural Food, 


which Nature deſigned for its Nourithment 
in the Womb; and this is too often pratti- 
fed now-a-days by ignorant Norſes, who do 
not underſtand how the Infant is nourifhed 
in the Womb. And therefore all Women, 
who have conceived, ought to forbear-givt 
Suck to another Child, till they are dehvere 
from that which they travel with. 


OBS ER v. 1. 


N.te, That Heat does not cauſe Digeſtion in any 
Animal, as it is Heat only, but by Reaſon that it is 
well regulated by Life; therefore the Antients greatly 
err'd, who affirm'd, that the Nutrition in Plants owed 
its Eſſence in the upper Part to. Fire, and in th- lower 
Part to the Earth ; but this cannot be, becauſe (ag 

| Ariſtitle 


Ariftttle obſerves) every mix'd Body would then be 
the ſooner diſſolved. For what do the Elements con- 
tain in a mix'd Body but Lite? So that Lite is the 
Source of all Action, but Heat or the Spirits, are the 
Inſtruments only, becauſe they are in the Power of 
Lite, and not in the Power of themſelves. 


| 
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| = The CONCLUSION, 

| | 

| p 

| F Have now finiſhed this Treatiſe, and give 
| 1 to GOD my moſt hearty, humble and 
1 ſincere Thanks, for his enlightning my Un- 


| | derſtanding, and aſſiſting me in this Work. 

| Task Pardon for my Omiſſions, and implore 
| | the Help of divine Grace, from whence flows 
all Wiſdom, and Lite eternal : 'To which may 
1 the great, glorious, and ommipotent Lord 
I God, who rules and governs all Things both 
above and below, bring us all: Who, with 
18 the Father and Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
| 


and in whom is the greatelt Security, Tran- 
quility, Joy and Pleaſure, and with whom 
exiſt the Spirits of the Saints for ever. Amen, 
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